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P    R    E    F    A    C    £• 

TJ/^HE  N  a  traveller  takes  up 
his  pen  to  relate  what  has 
pajfed  under  bis  own  obfervation^  be 
is  hurt  with  the  apprehenjion  of  mak'» 
itig  hif7ifelf^  as  the  occafion  will  oblige 
him  to  do  in  fome  degree,  too^  confpi^ 
cuous  a  part  of  his  own  Jlory.  But 
if  all  were  to  be  infuenced  by  this 
confideration  we  Jhould  have  no  tra-* 
veh  publiJJjed*,  becaufe  no  man  can 
give  a  good  account  of  what  another 
man  has  feen,  nor  of  th  ^  converfa* 
Vol.  I.  A  lion 


*,^:si^«.,H«iv-A!WK-«^*--'^'^-'^^--«^^ 


VI      PREFACE, 

tion  ivhkb  he  has  heard.  JuIIiw 
Caefar,  ivho  wrote  bis  own  Commen-*  _ 
faries,  foftened  the  matter^  and 
avoided  the  appearance  of  ojlentation^ 
hy  /peaking  of  his  own  words  and 
anions  in  the  third  perfon  inflcad  of 
ihefrj}.  The  of  elation  of  follow-* 
ing  fo  fublime  a  pattern  on  fo  trijl^ 
ing  an  occafion  as  the  frefent,  would 
be  very  ridiculous :  therefore  the 
writer  of  the  following  narrative'^ 
tnujl  content  himfelf  with  the  more 
humble  charaBer  of  an  Egotifl: :  but 
as  he  rather  wipes  to  be  unknown^ 
the  perfon  in  which  he  writes p  be  it 
the  frjl  or  the  third,  will  at  lajl  be 
t^uivalent  to  the  wordi^ttionnt,  which 
^  ^  •    Jignife^ 
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PREFACE,      vn 

Jigf^lfi^i  nobody.  If  any  reader  Jhould 
he  offended  with  hinu  before  be  enter  $ 
upon  the  ferufal  cf  bis  Jlory^  for 
throwing  out  one  more  journey  to 
Paris  when  we  have  fo  many  already ^ 
be  has  this  apology  to  offer,  that  the 
attention  of  dfferent  ferfons  fre^ 
quentl/jalls  upon  different  ohjeSls  in 
the  fame  place ;  and  we  fee  even  the 
fame  things  with  different  eyes,  aC" 
wording  to  our  fcveral  interefls  and 
difpofitions.  ^This  new  journey  tben^ 
howfoever  indifferent  in  other  refpeSls^ 
will  in  all  probability  have  fome  little 
variety  to  recommend  it :  and  if  after 
all  it  Jhould  prefent  nothing  remark-' 
.    able,  the  price  is  fmall,  and  the  time 

to 
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io  be  /pent  in  reading  it  not  much 
more  than  what  is  bejlowed  on  a  com^ 
mon  nevfS'peper  ;  fo  that  the  public 
cation  can  be  an  error  of  no  great 
magnitude.  The  author  however  is 
swilling  to  hope^  that  as  he  was  very 
well  entertained  him/elfin  his  vijit  to 
France,  he  may  be  able  to  communi-' 
xate  fome  account s^  which ^  while  they 
afford  amufement  to  the  fedentary^ 
jnay  olfo  be  of  fome  little  fervice  /^ 
the  practical  traveller. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


I  N 


A  JOURNEY  to  PARIS,  ^c 

IN  the  beginning  of  Augufi^ 
1776,  I  embarked  ^iih  a 
young  companion  at  Dover.  The 
paflflgc  from  thence  to  Calais  is 
rartly  of  much  more  importance 
than  a  journey  of  twenty  miles  by 
Vol.  I.  B  land 


[      2      ] 

land  in  a  flagc-coach,  anil  has  very 
litdc  more  danger.  It  happened, 
indeed,  the  day  after  our  arrival  at 
'  Dover,  that  the  weather  was  very 
bad,  and  the  wind  blew  too  hard 
for  any  thing  to  venture  out  of  the 
harbour;  but  the  following  day 
was  much  better,  and  the  wind  no 
more  than  might  be  defircd  to  ren- 
der the  paflagc  expeditious.     We 

left  the  harbour  at  an  early  hour 
the  next  morning,  and  having 
kept  upon  deck  for  fome  time,  the 
ufual  fymptoms  which  come  upon 
•  thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed  to 
the  fea,  obliged  moft  of  the  com- 
pany 


111 !■    I ■!  »n 
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.  pany  to  reilrc  to  ihcir  beds  in  tlio 
cabih,  I  rofc  ngain  about  9  o* 
clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  expect- 
ing from  tlie  lime  of  day  to  find 
our  veflel  near  the  entrai'^cc  of  the 
harbour  of  Calais^  was  ffiortificd 
when  I  difcovercd  that  the  wind 
hiid  driven  us  above  two  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  our  port,  and 
that  the  towers  of  Calais  were  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  be  reached 
in  lefs  than  two  or  three  hoUrj»\' 
with  the  difadvantage  wc  were 
now  under  from  the  wind. 

It  is  a  cafualty,  which,  I  fup- 
pofc,  hath  rarely  or  never  happcn- 

B  2  cd 


C    4    ] 

^d  to  a  Dover  packet-boat,  to  be 
driven  out  in  this  dire<ftion  fo  far 
as  the  Goodwin  Sands^  which  lie  at 
no  great  diftance  in  the   Channel, 
to  the  eaft  of  Dover,  and  nearly 
to  the  north  oi  Calais :  but   many 
unfortunate    yoyagers    have    been 
carried  upon  them  in  bad  weather, 
there  to   be  buried    paft  all  reco- 
very, with  the  wealth  and  com- 
,  modities    of   the   Indies.  ,    Provi-/ 
dence  feems  to  have  placed  them 
as   a   bar  acrofs   that  road   >vhich 
leads  to  the  firft  commercial  city  in 
the  world.     It  is  not  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  my  prefent  defign,    to  be 

.     very 
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very  particular  in  the  defcription 
of  thcfe  dangerous  banks ;  which^ 
for  the  compafs  of  them,  arc  pro- 
bably the  richeft  fpots  in  the 
globe,  from  the  immcnfc  trca»- 
furcs  they  have  been  fwallowing  up 
for  about  fevcn  hundred  years. 
An  ancient  author,  quoted  by 
Camden,  obfcrved  with  great  pro- 
priety, that  their  fand  is  of  a 
doubtful  gender,  between  the 
earth  and  water  ;  fometimes  float- 
ing in  the  fea  in  a  (late  of  folution. 
and  at  other  times,  when  the  tide 
leaves  them,  becoming  fo  hard 
that   a    pcrfon    may    walk    upon 

B  3  them. 
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them.  One  of  the  moft  affcdlng 
accounts  we  ever  had,  was  of  an 
India  (hip  fomc  few  years  ago, 
'  which,  on  her  paflage  homeward* 
being  driven  upon  the  Goodwins  in 
a  violent  ftorm,  when  no  boat? 
could  go  off  to  her  relief,  the 
people  on  the  land  diftinguifhed 
with  their  glafles  thp  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  the  cataftrophe.  They 
faw  about  the  time  of  low  water 
the  crew  in  different  parties  feat*- 
tered  over  the  fands ;  fome  wring* 
ing  their  hands  in  defpair,  fomc 
flying  from  the  edge  of  the  fea  as 
jt  gained  upon  them,  others  (hak- 
ims 


[73 

ing  hands  together  and  taking  a 
laft  farcwcl.  The  fand  opened 
fuddenly  under  fomc  as  they  were 
walking,  and  buried  them  at 
once.  The  wreck  was  too  far 
funk  to  afford  them  any  retreat ; 
and  the  captain  was  feen  to  the 
laft:  fupporting  his  lady  in  his 
arms,  till  the  water  covered  them 
and  they  all  difappeared.  Such 
fcenes  are  not  very  unufual  in  the 
fea- faring  life;  and  many  Teflcls 
arc  undoubtedly  lofi.  with  the  like 
circumftances  of  diftrefs  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world,  of  whofc 
hiftory  no  particulars  ever  come  to 

B  4  09 
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dur  enrs.  Mrknkind  fufTef  iTiuch 
b}'  land  ;  buf  the  moft  complicated 
^nd  inevitable  of  all  cahmitics 
happen  to  them  upon  this  tremcn- 
*  dous  clement. 
•    There   are  two  inconvenicncej, 

which  they  who.  pafs  from  Dover 
s  to  Ca/als  would  always  wilh  to 
avoid:  the  firft  is  that  of  lofin^ 
the  tide,  and  being  obliged  to 
rnkc  a  French  boat  to  get  into 
the  harbour ;  the  other  Js  that  of 
landing  fo  late  as  to  be  (hut  out 
of  the  town,  and  compelled  to 
lodge  in  one  of  the  houfes  that 
/tand  without  it.  We  fuffered 
f'  ■  only 
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only  the  former  of  thefc.    At  the 
diftance  of  about  two  miles  from 
Ca/iiisy  a   French  pilot-boal  came 
along    fide    and   took    us    all   on 
board.     When  we  had  quitted  our 
Englifli   vcflcl,     the    change    was 
very  ftriking  to  thofe  who  had  nt^ 
ver  experienced  it  before  ;  to  find 
ihcmfclvcs   furrounded    ia   an   in- 
fant by  men  of  a  new   langungr, 
and  a  different  afpc(ft.     The  ftccrf- 
man  was  an  old   man  remarkably 
/horti    who  fquintcd  very  much  ; 
and  as  he  fat  with  the  helm  under 
his  diredion   made  a  very  Angular 
figure  ',    which    the     Englifh     on 

board 
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board  (who  arc  feldom  fparing  of 
their  reflexions  upon  ftrangcrs) 
could  not  help  jefting  upon.  For 
my  own  part,  I  only  ventured  to 
'  fay  of  him  in  Englifli,  that  there 
fccmed  to  be  a  great  deal  of  judg- 
ment in  a  very  little  compafs ; 
and  was  rather  furprifecj    to  find 

that  the  Frenchman  undcrftood 
mc.  The  town  of  Calais  makes  a 
much  handfomer  appearance  when 
you  approach  it  upon  the  water, 
than  the  town  of  Dover;  and  its 
towers  begin  to  become  vifible 
when  we  have  reached  the  middle 
of  the   Straits/    It  has   two  piers 

of 
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pf  a  great  length,  which  run  paral«- 
lelj  they  are  both  of  timber,  and 
one  of  them  affords  a  very  agree- 
able walk  over  a  boarded  fIoor» 
which,  at  feveral  times  of  ihc  day, 
bpt  cfpecially  in  a  fummer  even- 
ing, is  frequented  by  many  gen- 
teel people  of  the  place.  On  this 
pier,  a  troop  of  fprvants  from  the 
feveral  houfes  of  accommodation, 
ftand  ready  to  receive  the  pafTen- 
gers  at  their  landing,  and  condudl 
jhem,  together  with  their  baggage, 

according  to  their  feveral  deftina- 
tions.  Our  objed  was  the  Hotel 
d^  Angle ter re  of  Monjtcur  Dejfin ; 

an 
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an  inn  which  it  is  well  worth  art 
Engllfhman's  while  to  vifit;  and 
I  fliould  think  mvfelf  much  want- 
ing  upon  this  occafion,  in  return 

•for  the  attention  and  accomnnoda- 
tion  I  found  there,  if  I  were  not 
to  commend  the  civility  and  good 
oeconomy  of  the  manager.  Some 
things  which  befel  me  here  in  my 

h,  return  from  Paris^  gave  me  occa- 
Con  to  remember  this  houfe  in  a 
more  particular  manner. 


Calais. 
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^  C  A  LAIS, 

As  foon  as  the  neceflary  bufi- 
nefs  was  fettled  in  regard  to  the 
baggage,  ficc.  I  began  to  congra- 
tulate myfelf  that  I  was  at  length 
in  France^  where  I  had  vvilhed  to 
be  for  ten  years  part,  and  wonder- 
ed how  it  happened  that  I  had 
(ncgleded  fo  many  opportunities. 
My  curiofity  carried  me  firft'to 
the  church,  the  furniture  of 
which  is  in  a  ftyle  very  difFerent 
from  what  we  fee  in  England.  In 
the  body  of  this  church,    oh  the 

*     left 
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left  fide  againfl:  the  wall,  there  isf 
a  vafl:  pidure  of  the  refurredlion, 
fo  exadlly  refembling  the  defign  of 
the   altar-piece  at  Magdalen  Col- 
lege in  Oxfbrd^  that  it  is  probable 
both    were    borrowed   frorri  fotne 
common  original   better  than    ei- 
ther.      'The     ftatues,     paintings, 
wax   lights,    garlands  of  artificial 
flowers,    and  other  ornaments  of 
the   high   altar,    the  firfi  of   the 
kind    that   had   occurred,    would    . 
naturally  attradl  the  notice   of  a 
Proteftant*     From  the  roof  in  dif- 
ferent places  arc  fufpended  at  the 
height  of  about  ^wclvtf  feet  from 

th€ 


( 
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the  pavement,  three  models  of 
(hips  with  all  their  tackling. 
Whether  they  wcrcN  introduced 
on  a  principle  of  devotion,  or 
prefcnted  merely  as  ornaments  to 
the  place,  I  was  not  informed. 
At    all  hours   of  the  day    wc  fee 

perfons  of  both  fexeu  (but  com- 
monly ten    women    to  one  man) 

difperfed  about  the  church,  and 
kneeling  in  filence  at  their  devo- 
tions, among  whom  it  is  not  un- 
ufual  to  fee  fome  foldiers  or  offi- 
cer?  of  the  garrifon.  The  churches 
in   France     are   kept    open    from 

morning   till  night,    that    perfons 

vvhofc 
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whofe  bufincft  will  not  permit 
ihcm  to  attend  at  the  ordinary ' 
time  of  prayer,  may  have  an  op»- 
portunity  of  cotning  when  it  fuits 
ihem  :  and  if  the  like  prafticc 
were  admitted  in  England  of  keep- 
ing our  churches  open,  under  the 
chargeoffome  proper  attendant,  at 
lead  in  our  market-towni,  many 
well  difpofed  pcrfons  might  be 
ready  to  t^ke  advantage  of  it  j  un- 
lefa  the  dread  of  fiftgularity,  which 
fits  heavy  upon  the  Englifti  peo- 
ple, and  the  fcandal  of  being  righ- 
tcous  over-much,  in  a  nation 
where  the  pietyof  individuals  h:  5 

been 
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been  rendered  fufpicious  by  the 
freaks  of  fanaticifm,  Hiould  pre- 
vent Co  laudable  a  cuftom  from 
taking  phcc;  as  in  all  probabili^j 
they  would.  Tlic  women,  even 
in  the  midft  of  fummer,  cpa>e  to 
their  devotions  in  a  cloak  of  camb- 
let,  which  reaches  down  to  their 
heels,  and  has  a  clofe  hood  with 
a  narrow  edging  of  black  next  the 
face.  Sometimes  they  throw  apori 
their  heads  a  large  piece  of  black 
ftuff,  which  covers  them  all  over 
as  a  veil.  The  dcfign  in  fome  of 
•the  uppirr  fort  is  to  cover  an  un- 
■drefs ;  but  in  the  poorer,  the  cloak 
Vol.  I.  C  'or 
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or  the  veil  are  fubftitutes  for  better 
cloathlng.  The  drefs  of  the  ordi- 
nary women  is  very  different  from 
the  Englifh.  AH  thofe  who  do 
not  go  barefoot  have  flippers  on  ; 
their  petticoats  are  half  way  up 
their  legs ;  in  fome  up  to  the  knees ; 
with  litile  jerking  lliort  facks  or 
bed-gowns  girded  •  about  them, 
and  caps,  with  great  ears,  which 
come  forward  on  each  fide  like  the 
blinkers  of  coach-horfes.  .  I  have 
feen,  in  the  windows  of  fome  of 
our  print-fliops  at  London^  a  little 
rough  etching  of  til Cyf//? /^f/^^rg-^. 
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<or  maid  fervant  of  a  French   inn,- 
whick  is  exacftly  the  thing. 

In  the  afternoort^  a  vifitcr  aa- 
nounced  himfelf  t>y  a  vap  at  our 
door,  whoi  proved  to  be  a  friar  of 
the  order  of  St.  Francis.  As  he 
•came  forward,  he  addreflcd  us 
with  a  petition  in  Prcnch,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  he  prefented  at  the 
fame  time  printed  on  a  flip  of' 
paper  in  Englifli.  It  informed 
Milordi  and  ladies  from  England, 
that  the  Fathers  Capuchins  Jive 
upon  charity,  &c.  but  the  Ian*- 
gunge  was  fo  bad,  that  I  thought 
it  would  be    an   additional   a(5l   of 

'   C  z  charity 
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charity  to  corred  it  for  him,  whicH 
I  did  accordingly,  and  J  believe  he 
now  prelent^  a    better  edition  of 
his  mempriah      Our    vifit  to  the 
E^ngliih   convent  wa§    rather    top 
late  in  the  day  for  us  to  fee  any  of 
tht;  Udjes :    but   the  J^ady  Abbefs 
was  fo  civil  ^s  to   appear    at   the 
grate,  and  inform  me  I  might  fee 
them  all,  early  the  next  morning, 
at  their  church.     When  this  lady 
made  her  appearance  from  within, 
and  ^fccnded  toward  the  grate,  flie 
fpemed   like    a    Being    from    the 
world  of    fpirits,    clothed    all    in . 
vhit€,  with  an   head-drefs    which 

had 
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had  iSip^th(hgcs  like  ^vhitc  wiftg*i. 
extending  on  each  fide  over  hef 
jfhoulders.  She  was  i  goodly  pirroh^ 
and  of  a  very  eafy  genteel  addrcfs. 

« ■ 

I  thought  I  Gould  already  diftin- 
gui(h,  among  the  French  people 
of  both  (exes,  a  certain  politenefs 
of  carriage,  and  chearfulncfs  of 
countenance,  which  fenders  them- 
more  acceptable  at  firfi  fight  thaii 
theEnglifli.  Before  the  day  was- 
at  an  end  I  met  with   an  example 

in  the  female  fex  of  that  patience 

* 

which  always  attends  true  civility..  ' 
^  She  demanded  of  me  douze^  fous\ 
and  I  undcrftaftdihg  that   (he  faid 

C  3,  d<:u>h» 
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ieu^,  which  was  two  inftead  or 
/we/ve,ihc  miftakeoccafioned  along 
argumencationj^in  which  (he  endur- 
ed my  ignorance  to  the  laft  with  in- 
vincible eafe^  and  never  defiiled  till 
/he  had  made  the  cafe  plain.    We 

all  know  that  pradice  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  theory  :  but  as  I  had 
hctn  reading  French  for  many 
years,  and  was  aflured  I  underftood 

enough  to  carry  me  through  the 
country,  I  thought  it  hardly  pofli- 
bte  to  be  fo  overtaken*     There  are 

two  great  difficulties  which  an  un- 
pradlifed  perfoa   is   under  here   ia 

common  fpeech  :    the  one  is  from 

tb« 
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the  rapid  pronunciatioit  of  the  na-'  i 
lives,  which  always  appears  to  be 
the  cafe  when  the  language  is  not  ' 
familiar  to  us  ;  the  other,  from 
the  idioms  or  forms  peculiar  to  the 
language.  There  is  no  tf^edlual 
cure  for  either  hut  frequent  con- 
verfation  with  French  people  of 
all  clafles  upon-  their  own  ground. 
Sorxie  of  our  countrymen  go  armed 
with  a  diwlionaryi  and  make  their 
French  as  they  want  it :.  but 
fuch  French  is  generally  an  aulc- 
ward  verfion  of  the  Englifh. 
forms  of  fpeech,  not  intelligible 
to  French  people^  An  Engliflx 
C  4  geoi- 
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gentleman  of  this  clafs  was  at  din*- 
ner  in  a  public  company^  and    his 
bufineis  requiring  him  to  be  gone 
as  foon  as  decency  would  permit,. 
he  wanted  to  tell   the  French  fer- 
vant  that  *'  every  body  had  done,^ 
with  dcfign  that  the  things  might 
be  taken  away.    He  confults    his^ 
book,  and  finds  that  every  hdy  is- 
t^nt  le  monie^  and  done  \%  Jini\  (o  it- 
was  tout  le  monde   a  Jini-,,  which^, 
with  his  narrow  Englifh  pronun--- 
ciation,  was  tout  le  monde  efi  Jini. . 
The  waiter,  who  happened  to   be 
a  lad    of    humour^   took  up    the 
miftake,  and  cried  out  Mjfcricorde  t 

que 
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^que  feront  nous  ?    Monfieur  dii  qut 
tout  U  monde  eftjinil   ••  Mercy  on. 
u§ !  what  (hall  we  do  ?    the   gen- 
tleman   fays    the  world  is  at   aa* 
end!^ 

From  the  Englifh  convent  I 
went  to  vilit  my  mendicant  Capu- 
chin  in    his  own^  fociety,    which* 

affords  very  little  that  is  partica« 
lar,  if  we  except  a  wall  apple-trc?5' 
in  the  garden,  which  was  the  firft^ 
lever  heard  of.  On  one  fide  of 
their  altar  is  a  little  pi^ure  of  St^ 
Francis,  their  founder,  preaching  to* 
the  fiihes.  The  fame  is  alfo  report- 
ed of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua^.  and* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Addifon  has  preferved  thcfer- 
mon  he  preached  on  the  occafion.. 
In  an  apartment  behind  the  altar 
was  a  large  reading  defk,  with  a. 
folio  of  leffons,  and  extrafts  of 
facred  hiftory  in  Latin.  While  I 
was  reading  fomewhat  aloud  out 
of  this  book  to  my  Englrfli  compa-' 
iiion,  my  poor  friend  in  the  brown^ 
cowl,  who  was  ftanding  by  me,, 
turned  away  his  head,  for  it  feems- 
he  underl^ands  no^  Latin  i  he  was 
no  more  than  a  lay  brother,  not  an- 
ordained  father  of  the  fociety,. 
feveral  of  whom  are  well  verfed  in 
Latin  ;  and  many  of  the  fame  fra»- 

ternity 
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tern  I  ty  at  Paris  are  men  of  great 
learning.  The  late  learned  Pope 
Clement  the  XlVih  (Ganganelli) 
whofe  letters  are  now  fo  much  ad- 
mired in  England^  was  originally  a 
Francifcan.  While  I  was  in  their 
chapel,  our  Yorick^  of  fenlimental 
memory,  occurred  to  my  mind. 
He  came  over  to  France^  contracted 
a  ftridl  intimacy  with  a  good  na- 
tured  begging  friar,  and  finding  at 
bis  next  vifit  that«  the  friar  wa« 
dead,  he  retired  to  his^  grave,  there 
to  meditate  upon  his  departed 
friend,  and  pull  up  a  nettle 
which  he  found  growing  upon,  the 

ground 
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ground  that  covered  hitli.  V 
thought  it  rather  unfortunate  for 
the  credit  of  this  lamentation,  that 
the  monks  arc  buried  under  a  ftone 
pavement  iri  the  chapel,  covered 
with  a  wooden  ftage  pertaining  to 
a  range  of  feats;  till  I  rccolIeAed: 
xhzioTon'ck^  friar,  at  his  own  par- 
ticular requeft,  was  buridd  in  a 
church-yard  at  feme  diftance  ftom 
Calais. 

In  our  return  from  the  Capu- 
chins we  pafTed  by  the  new  theatre,, 
within  the  precindts  of  the  Hotel 
^Angleterre  \  ahd  being  difpofed 
to  fee  and  hear  as  much  as  wc  could 

of 
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^o{  the  French  manners,  wc  fteppcd 
in  to  the  play  which  was  then  a£l- 
fing,  The  piece  they  were  perform^, 
ing  was  the  Tableau   Parlant^    qr 
Speaking  Pi£lure.   In  the  principal 
icene  of  it,  a    picture,  being  the 
'portrait  of  an  old  gentleman,    is 
placed  on  the  ftagc,  and  raifcd  to  a 
proper  height  by  a  frame  which  fup- 
ports  it.     In  the  fame  room  fomc 
young  people  of  both  fexes  are  going 
to  meet  by  intrigue  at  a  private  en- 
tertainment.    The  old  gentleman,, 
whom  thepidlurcreprefents,  coijtiej 
into  the    room,  fees   the  prepara* 
.  tion^  and  furpe(5ting  what  is  foon 

to' 
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to  go  forward,  contrives  to  be  a 
witnefs  without  being  difcovered^ 
He  cuts  out  the  face  of  the  pidlurc 
with  his  knife,  then  ftands  behind 
it,  and  applies  his  own  face  to  the 
opening,  which  exaflly  fits  it; 
and  the  face  he  puts  in  is  fo 
like  the  face  he  has  taken  out, 
•that  the  original  cannot  he  diflin- 
guiflied  from  the  copy.  The  man 
who,  in  fuch  a'  ridiculous  fitua- 
tion,  can  preferve  the  compofurc 
of  his  countenance  before  a  croud 
of  fpeflators,  muft  have  pradlifed 
'long  upon  his  mufclcs,  and  with 
;gt)od  fuccefs.    The   meeting  goes 

forward. 
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forward,  the  young  people  fit 
'down  to  table,  and  converfe  to- 
gether without  the  lead  referve ; 
chey  eat,  drink,  laugh,  fing, 
and  kifs  one  another  :  till  at  length 
the  pidure,  being  out  of  all  pa- 
tience, begins  to  talk  :  they  arc 
ftartled  at  the  noife,  and  cannot 
imagine  whence  it  proceeds — it 
talks  again — at  laft  one  of  the 
ladies  rifes  from  the  table,  walks 
to  the  quarter  of  the  room  where 
the  pidlure  is,  and  while  (he  la 
examining  it  very  near,  it  bawls 
cut  juft  into  her  face:  the  confu- 

ijon 
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Jfion   iliat    follows    may    eSifiiy   be 
imagined. 

The  French  vehicles  for  travel- 
ling  appear  very  unpromifing  to  aa 
Englifhman:  their  timbers  feem 
to  conftitute  a  fufficient  load  with- 
out the  paffengers  or  the  baggage, 
cfpecially  as  the  French  horfcs  arc 
but  fmall  ;  and  their  fprlngs, 
which  are   placed  behind  to  d;mi- 

^nifh  the  (hocks  upon  the  ftone 
pavement    of  their    great     roads, 

•very  much  refcmble  the  hamjmcrs 
of  a  fulling-milK  Mr.  JDf^« 
therefore   befriended     us    with    a 

.plain,  rational   Englifli  poft-chaife 

:for 
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for  flic  ^hbU  toiir,  at  VittU  ffiore 
^xpencc  ihiti  would  have  been  re- 
quired  (br    a^  French  *  Ofte*     The 
terms  on  which  you  travel   are  all 
particularly  explained  in  ananntial 
edition  of  the  ptoft-book^    intitled 
Lt/te  genet  ale  dei  Peftes  de  Prartteg 
published  by  aathority   at  Patis^ 
wifh  which  it  is   neceflary  to  be 
acquainted^  that   you  may  not  be 
impofed  on   by  falfc    reckonings. 
The   poft-houfes   throughout    the 
kingdom  are  all  under  the  direc* 
•tion  of  the  king,  and  the  poftilions 
wear  a  badge,    to  diftingnifli  them 
as  his  fervants :  of  late  all  the  di- 
^  Vol.  I.  D  ligences, 
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'llgences,  or  ftage-coaches,  liave 
likewife  been  taken  by  the  king 
inio  his  own  hands ;  fo  that  a  tra- 
veller  is  pretty  fure  of  redrefs,  in 
cafe  of  any  juft  complaint  of  ill 
treatment.  I  (hall  inform  the  En- 
glifh  reader  hereafter,  how  he  may 
obtain  a  competent  knowledge  of 
all  the  bufinefs  that  is  tranfadted 
in  France. 

In  five  hours  we  were  carried 
from  Calais  to  St.  Omer*s^  where 
all  things  began  to  improve  upon 
us.  The  road  betwecin  thefe  two 
places  feems  equal  to  any  of  the 
befl    turnpike  roads    we  have    iri 

England  i 
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England  :  but  from  the  ftate  of 
the  roads  in  the  fummer  we  cannot 
always  judge  how  they  are  in  the 
winter.  In  mofl:  places  it  is  forty 
feet  wide,  and  every  where  plant- 
ed with  trees,  either  willows^ 
poplars,  or  elms,  fo  as  to  have 
(he  appearance  of  an  avenue,  at 
the  fides  of  which,  there  being  no? 
hedges  to  interrupt  the  view,  the 
level  open  face  of  the  cultivated. 
country,  with  here  and  there  aa. 
afTomblage  of  trees,  pafturc- 
grounds,  and  fpirc  ftecples  at  a 
diftance,  is  much  like  what  fome 
of  the  midland    corn  counties  of 

D  2  Eng- 
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England  were,  in  the  beft  parts  of 
them,  before    the    rage  prevailed 
of  mincing  the  country  into  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  cnclofures,    and  fquar- 
ing  out  the   lands    till    they  look 
like  the  face   of  a  chequer-board, 
I  faw  no  inclofures  here,  but  w;de 
extended  fields  planted  with  cornj 
beans,  flax,  tobacco,  £cc.  all  opea 
to  the  fight,  (o  that  the  eye  fwcept 
a  vaft  extent  of  country  at  once  : 
and  the  profpedt  becomes  richer  at 
wc  advance  farther  into  Fknderu 
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St.       O  M  1  H'se 


St.  Om^r^ J  waa  fooD  rendered  in-* 
telligible  by  the  affiftancc  of  fomc 
EDgli/b  gentlemen  flationed  tberct 
who  were  to  obliging  as  to  attend 
us  In  our  walks»  The  cathedral 
church  of  St*  0«;^r  is  very  grand  : 
in  the  choir  of  it  is  a  magnificent 
fiirioe  of  folid  filverj  curioufly 
wrought,  and  inclofing  the  bones 
of  their  faint.  But  I  was  much 
better  pleaied  with  a  pidure  of  the 
D  3  {       taking 
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taking  down  from  thccrofs,  by  Ru^ 
i^ns,  in  which  mofl:  of  the  figures 
are  fo  excellent,  that  it  is  a  work 
of  time  to  admire  it  as  it  deferves. 
While  we  were  walking  about 
here,  on  a  Saturday  in  the  after- 
noon, nine  boys,  in  vefts  of  fcarlet 
prefcntcd  themfelvcs  in  rank  and 
file  before  an  image  of  the  Virgin, 
and  fung  together  in  parts.  I  could 
not  make  out  the  words,  but  fup- 
pofe  it  to  have  been  fome  hymn  in 
honour  of  her.  The  churches  in 
general  at  Si.  Omcr  arcvafily  fupe- 
rior  to  what  we  fee  at  Calais ;  and 
their  internal  magnificence,  variety 
.        '  ^  of 
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of  ornament,  the  perfect  cleanli'> 
nefs  of  the  place  from  the  roof  to 
the  floor,  and  the  brightnefs  of 
the  furniture,  is  fuch  as  a  prbtcf-' 
tant  in  England  can  have  no  idea 
of.  The  richeft  fociety  at  5/.' 
Of/ier  is  the  monaftcry  of  St.  Benin  : 
the  altar-piece  of  their  church  is 
loaded  with  gold,  filvcr,  and 
jewels ;  and  even  the  coverings, 
which  are  made  to  keep,  them 
from  theduft,are  very  richly  adorn-* 
ed.  The  cabinet,  in  the  trcafury 
of  this  church,  is  filled  with  curio*' 
fitics,  which  almoft  dazzle  thc^ 
eyes;  among  the  refl  is,  thcbuft 

D  4  uf 
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of  St,  Bertitif  as  big  as  the  life,  of 
folid  filver,  gilt,  and  adorned  with 
precious  ftoncs.  The  copes  of 
the  priefts,  in  thpir  wardrobe,  arc 
faid  to  have  coft  upwards  of  forty 
thoufand  liv/eS|  thaf  is,  abopt  one 
thoufand  (t\tn  hundred  pounds 
fterling  y  and  wc  are  to  confider, 
that  the  materials  and  workman- 
ihip  arc  cheaper  than  in  'England. 
The  parochial  priefts,  as  they 
walk  about  the  flreets,  are  dreifed. 
in  a  black  vcd,  which  buttons 
dowp  to  the  feet ;  their  hair  is  in 
a  round  curl  at  the  bottom,  and 
when  they  wear  an  hat,  it  is  of 

^  the 
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the  large  canonical  fort.    Where 
they  are  fhaven  upon  the  crowns 

their  wig,  If  they  wear  one,  is  va- 

i   1 
ciintt    and   the    place  is    covered 

with  a  round  black  cap,  which 
feems  to  be  made  of  leather  var- 
nifhcd.  The  tonfure  is  a  memo- 
u  rial  of  their  confecration ;  and  if 
any  one  flrikes  a  priefl  in  that 
place,  the  hand  of  the  offender 
is  firfl  cut  ofif,  and  he  is  after- 
wards hanged.  The  Abbe  is  a 
charadler  which  often  meets  us 
abroad,  and  is  not  well  underftood 
in  England.  By  their  drefs  and 
appearance  a  Aranger  might  tako 

the 
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the  Abbes  for  perfons  in  orders^; 
bjut  they  are  fcholars  from  the  uni* 
verfities,  who  have  taken  their  de- 
grees and  wear  a  clerical  drefs, 
with  a  black  (hort  cloak  upon  their 
fiioulders,  and  may  either  go  into 
orders  within  a  certain  time,  if 
they  think  proper,  or  marry  and 
lead  a  fecular  life,  i 

On  Sunday  morning  I  was  much* 
furprifed  to  fee  waggons  and  horfes- 
rattling  through  the  ftreets  upon 
their  bufinefs,  and  could  not  help' 
exclaiming  againfl:  it  to  the  Femme 
de  C  Hote^  who  informed  me,  that 

:is  it   was  harveft,   and  the  wca-* 

ther 
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thcr  had  been  rainy,  the  farmers 
had  pcrmiflion  by  proclamation  to 
get  their  corn  in  on  Sundays  as 
well  as  on  the  other  days  of  the 
week*  My  curiofity  led  me  on 
this  day  to  fee  the  ferviccs  of  the 
Romilli  church  and  the  ceremonies 
of  the  mafs ;  which,  on  a  fuppo- 
lition  that  I  underftood  them,  as 
I  certainly  do  not,  would  be  too 
long  for  defcription.  Ofonecir- 
cumftance,  however,  I  was  very 
foon  informed,  that  all  their 
preachers  in  general  deliver  them- 
felves  extempore.  Great  pains  are 
taken  in  their  education  to  quali- 
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fy  them  for  doing  it  in  a  free  and 
affecting  manner;  of  which,  dur- 
ing my  continuance  in  France^  I 
faw  feveral  examples  In  Eng* 
land  we  leave  this  praftice  too 
much  to  the  volunteers  and  irre- 
gulars of  the  Proteftant  name : 
but  it  is  a  matter  well  worth  the 
CQnfideration  of  our  univerfities, 
in  which  preachers  are  educated. 
I  am  told  they  take  the  pains  to 
get  their  fermons  by  heart ;  and  if 
they  do,  whatever  becomes  of  the 
matter,  their  zeal  is  laudable  and 
worthy  of  imitation*    Se;vcral  years 

agq  a  friend  of  miio  was  com- 
plaining, 
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?plaimng,  that  we  have  no  profeflbr 
in  cither  univerfity  for  the  teach- 
ing of  pronunciation,  and  delivery, 
in  reading  and  preaching;  but 
that  ouryonng  people,  intended  for 
the  charch,  arc  left  to  the  man- 
Dcr  they  bring  with  them  from 
ichool,  which  has  feldom  anjf 
meaning  in  it ;  whence  it  comei  to 
pa(s,  that  unlcfs  they  profit  of 
their  own  acxord  by  adopting  lb6 
cnanner  <ff  fomc  good  fptakef^ 
their  difconrfes  arc  onanimaledv. 
and  confequcntly  unafFc^ing.  He 
promifcd  that  he  would  found 
fach  z  profeflbrfliip  himfelf ;    but 

before 
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before  his  death  he  had  forgotten 
his  engagement,  and  has  left  fome 
other  to  fulfil  his  intentions,  if 
fuch  fhall  ever  be  found. 

My  wanderings  on  the  Sunday 
terminated  at  laft  in  a  church 
where  there  was  a  military  mafs, 
or  facramenf  for  the  foldiers ;  a 
battalion  of  whom  attended  the 
church  for  this  purpofe.  The  ce- 
remony was  this.  In  a  gallery  at 
the  weft  end  <i  th^:  church  the 
muficians  of  the  regiment  were 
placed,  with  clarinets,  French- 
horns,  and  baffbons.:  They  open- 
ed the  affair  with  a  fyraphony,  m 

-      all 


r  47  I 

all  refpeds  like  a  modern  concerto 
of  Bach  or  Abel,  or  one  of  the 
ne,w  periodical  overtures.  The 
chaplain  of  the  regiment,  in  the 
habiliments  of  a  prieft,  officiated  at 
the  altar,  and  a^U  the  drummer^^ 
of  the  regiment  kneeled'  down 
before  the  rails,  attended  by  their 
drum-major,  with  his  ftaff  and 
taflel.  As  foon  as  the  hoft  was 
elevated,  the  drums  all  ftruck  up 
in  a  moment  with  a  flourirti  which 
went  through  my  head,  and  all 
the  foldiery  who  filled  the  church 
bowed  their  heads,  to  fignify  that 
they     joined     in    the    adoratiom' 

Thea 
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Then  the  mufic  played  as  before^ 
with  a  common  jig  for  one  of  the 
ftrainsj  and  after  the  remaining 
part  of  the  office  the  prieft  gaVo 
the  benediftion,  at  which  iht  (oU 
^diers  all  bowed  as  before^  then 
the  mufiC  concliidedy  and  thu8 
the  whole  Ceremony  wa«  ^nd^d  ia 
little  more  thain  half  an  hQur« 
In  this  fervice  of  the  itiafs,  the 
congrcgiticib  only  attcfjded  as  the 
Jcw&  did  of  cJd  art  their  focfifices : 
they  received  nothingv  tH^y  faid 
nothing ;  bat  were  lltogCvber  paf- 
iivc :  on  which  acc<)iKll  fomc  of 
the  laity  among    thdmfekes    fay 

that 
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that   by    this  operation    they  arc* 

inajjijied. 

It  being   now  about  noon,    the 
time  when  the  foldiers   are   drawn 
up  in  the  fquaie  to   relieve  guard, 
we  went  to  fee  them.     In  England 
we  are  all  impregnated  with  a  very 
mean  opinion  of  the    French  fol- 
diery,  as  if  they  were   in    general 
like  Hogartlis  fentinel  at  the  gates 
o(  Calais,  with  his  ragged  elbows, 
and  a  fkewer   in  the   waiftband  of 
his  breeches  :  but,  to  fay  the  truth, 
they^are    fine   fellows,  well  fized, 
well  clothed  (in  white  cloth  trim- 
med with  blue),    well  difciplined. 

Vol.  I.  E  not 
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:iiot  ill  fed,  and  I    am   affurcd,  on 

the  word  of  feveral     Engliflimcn 

refident  in  France^  much  better  in 

their  morals  and  manners  than  the 

foldiery  of  England.     I  do  not  re-  • 

member  that  any  where  in  France 

I  faw  fo  much  as  one  drunken  fol- 

43ier.     As  their   pay    is   fmall,  ne- 

♦ceflity  may  have  its    (hare  in  the 

merits  of  their  fobriety  i    but  the    * 

fame  neceflity  is  their  commenda* 

tibn  when  it  appears  that  they  are 

feldom  or  never  guilty  of  dealings 

The  vice  ofdrunkennefsis  but^ttle 

Jcnown   in  the  country,  otherWife 

than  as  the  objedl  of  univerfal  de- 

tedation. 
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•^eftation.  The  people  go  to  bed 
ibon  and  rife  very  early  ;  Co  that 
they  are  light,  adlive,  and  chear- 
ful,  and  have  all  their  v^its  about 
them.  Hence  they  have  but  little 
iicfcncfs,  and  give  poor  encourage- 
ment to  phyficians.  In  England, 
•perfons  who  can  afford  to  live 
with  fulnefsi  deftroy  their  health 
hy  eatings  drinking,  and  fleeping» 
and  then  fly  with  the  rel^  of  their 
money  to  phyficians,  who  find  a 
plentiful  harvefl  in  the  intemper- 
ance ^f  their  patients,  and  grow 
rich  by  their  folly.  My  young 
companion  had  occafion  for  fomc 

E  z  advice 
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advice  at  St.  Ornery  fo  I  fent  for 
the  principal  phyfician  of  the 
place,  who  feemed  a  fenfible  man,- 
and  learned  in  his  profeHion,  with 
the  appearance  of  a  gentleman,  ia 
a  black  fuit  of  cloaihs  and  a  bag- 
wig.  When  he  had  delivered  his 
judgnnent,  I  did  as  I  was  inftrudt- 
ed,  and  gave  him  a  (hilling,  for 
which  he  made  a  low  bow  and 
feemed  very  well  fatisfied.  This 
day  I  went  over  the  Engli(h  col- 
lege, faw  their  chapel,  and  the 
theatre  in  which  they  perform  the 
plays  of  Terence,  and  pra^flife  the 

arts  of  elocution.     In  their  library 
."  *  I  found 
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I  found  many  Englirti  bool^  of 
controverfial  divinity,  with  fomo 
aqiwers  (unheard  of  by  us)  to 
books  which  we  reckon  unanfwer- 
able  :  but  when  the  lion  becomes 
the  fculptor,  the  fable  teaches  us 
how  the  cafe  is  dated,  and  what 
is  the  iflue  of  the  conflid,  I  like- 
wife  was  favoured  with  a  fight  of 
the  fine  library  of  the  monaftcry 
of  St.  Bertin,  which  is  very  large 
and  well  furniHicd  with  books. 
I  was  attended  by  a  refpedlable 
gentleman  of  the  fociety,  whofc 
behaviour  was  very  obliging^ 
while  his  difcourfe  (hewed  him  to 

E  3  be 
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Be  a  man  of  piety  and   cruditfon^ 
When  I  defired   to  fee   how  they 
were  provided   with   fine  editicia-' 
of  the  chriftiaa  fathers,  my  guide, 
knowing  me  to  be  an  Engliftimaa' 
and   a  proteftant,  could  not  *refift 
the  opportunity  of  making  a  blow^ 
at  my   principles.     He  feemed   to 
wonder  at   my  curiofity  in  refpeft 
to  the  fathers;  obfcrving  that  the 
fathers    were    not    with    us^    but 
altogether  on    the   fkie    of    their 
church,  particularly  in  the  matter 
of  the  eucharift,  on  which  he  ex- 
patiated for    fome    time.      Being- 
myfelf  quite  a  ftranger  in  France, 

i       and 
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and  taken  thus  by  furprize,  I  w^s* 
jdoubtful  bow  far  I  might  proceed 
C^hout     giving      offence ;.     and 
therefore    I    anfwered   with  fomp 
caution,  that  we  depend  fifft   an4 
chiefly  upon   the  fcripturc  itfclU 
in  which  we  find  that  th^  words 
of    Chrift    upon   thi$   fubje(3k ,.  arp 
ffirif  and   /ifr,    and  therefore   nojt 
to  be  literally  underftood  :  and  .a5 
to  the  authority  of  the  fathers,  it 
is  plain  that   our  prefent  doftrine 
was   the    dodJriDc  .of  ..die  church, 
even   fo    late  downward*     as    thp 
r  ninth  century  ;    for  the  proof  o^- 
which  I  mentioned  the  work  of 

E  4  Bertranf 
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Bertram  the  Monk,  a  writer  of 
that  age,  who  exprefsly  teachei 
the  fpiritual  acceptation  of  I  ^ 
holy  facrament  againft  the  corpo- 
real, and  whofe  book  was  written 
at  the  dcfire  of  the  Eiilperor 
Charles  the  fecond  ;  whence  it  fol- 
lows, that  tranfubftantiation  was 
not  the  eftabliflied  dodtrine  of  the. 

church  o( France  at  that  time,  and 
by  confequence  not  the  doflrine  of 
the  fathers  who  were  fo  much 
earlier:  therefore  our  proteftant 
profefTion  did  by  no  means  oblige 
us  to  be  at  variance  with  the  fa-  • 
thers;  whofe  writings  are  fludicd 
•  I  .  with 
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-  with  profit  and  delight,  by  many 
.  /divines  of  the  church  of  England, 
\  I  faid  he  knew  the  book  oi  Ber* 
tram^  but  that  it  did  not  give  him 
fatisfadlion.  The  difcourfe  thea 
turned  to  fomething  elfc ;  and  h^ 
(hewed  me  an  ancient  work,  very 
fcarce,  and  of  particular  value  in 
that  place,  which  had  lately  been 
prefented  to  the  fociety  by  an  En- 
glilTi' clergyman^  whofe  name  he 
mentioned  with  great  refpefl  j  and 
very  defervedly.  It  being  late  in 
the  evening  when  I  Hiw  this  li- 
brary, my  time  was  fliort,  and  I 
took  my  leave  of  the  learned  fa* 

ther. 
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ther,  who  was  fo  obliging  ns  ta  ^ 
give  me  a  general  invitation,  o^^  . 
which  I  (hall  be  glad  to  take  (  J 
vantatre  hereafter :  for  when  I  be- 
came  more  converfant  with  ^thc 
ccclcfiaftics  in  France,  I  found 
more  liberality  of  fentiment  in 
them,  and  much  more  indulgence 
toward  myfelf  in  difcourfe,  ^tjiaii  I 
expeded  when  I  firft  went  abroad. 
I  am  now  writing  in  th«  capacity  of 
a  traveller,  not  in  that  of  a  difpu* 
tant,  otherwife  I  might  add  ta 
what  is  above-mentioned,  that,  in 
the  Homilies  of  E/friCy  written  in  ' 
the  tenth  century,  find  contaifling 

what 
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what  was  then  the  dodrinc  of  the 
church  of  England,  there-  is  ona 
lomily  for  Eafter-day  upon  the 
paflover,  in  which  it  is  affirmed 
three  times  *  that     the   body  of 

♦   See    CoUUr%     EccJ.    Hift,    vol,  !•  p.. 
204,    &c.     The    learned    reader,   who    1$^ 
intereded    in    tbis    Ajbj^dl,    may     find    a- 
particular  account  of  this  Elfrtc^  in  Cave's 
Hljloria    L iUraria,    vol.ii,   p,    jzi*      He- 
was  an  eminent  Saxon   fcholar'and    divine- 
in  the  darkeft  age  of  this  church  ;  but  the 
critics,     in   ecckfiaftical    hiftory,     difpute 
whether  be  wa^    Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
or  of  fori.     However,   we  do  not  ufe  him 
as  ajudge  in  divinity,   but  as   an  hiflorical 
witnefs,   to    fhcw    that    tranfubftantiatio» 
was  not  then  a  do6lfineofthis  church.    Hi* 
homily  on  Ea^er-d^y  was  re-publilbed  for 
this  purpofe  by  Matthgw  Parhry  and  oth«rt 

fincer 
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Chrifl:  in  the  facrament  is  taken 
non  corporaliter  Jed  fpiritualittr  ;  fo 
that  tranfubftantiation  is  fo  fjr 
from  being  a  received  dodlrine  of 
the  primitive  church,  that  it  waC 
really  but  of  a  few  centuries  be- 
fore the  times  of  the  reformation. 

The   curiofity    of  a  traveller  is 
excited  by  the  profpedl  of  a  con- 

fince,  in  Latin  and  Saxon.  In  the  times  of 
the  reformation,  the  points  in  difpute  be- 
tween the  two  churches  were  argued  with 
a  great  deal  of  heat  and  animofity  on 
both  fides  :  happy  would  it  be  if  they 
were  reconfidered  in  an  age  of  better  breed- 
ing, when  mutual  courtefy  has  opened  a 
way  to  a  more  candid  examination  of  tstjyf 
thing, 

vent 
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•vent  of  Bernardi?2e  Monks,  which 
flandsvery  agreeably  by  the  river's 
fide,  about  five  miles  up  the  vyater 
from  St.  Omcrs.  Great  praifes 
were  beftowed  upon  an  organ  la 
the  church  of  that  monaflery, 
which  is  faid  to  have  txcellent 
workmanfliip  upon  it,  and  to  have 
been  cut  out  with  a  knife:  but 
the  time  would  not  permit  me  to 
vifit  this  place.  Organs  are  very 
common  in  the  churches  here, 
and,  being  large,  have  a  (lately  ap- 
pearance :  but,  at  this  ftage  of  my 
journey,  I  know  little  more  of 
them  than    their  outfide.     When 

I  come 
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I  come  to  Paris,  where  my  incli- 
nation  to  mufic  was  better  grati- 
fied, I  (hall  have  occaGon  to  fpeak 
of  them  in  a  more  particular  man- 
ner».  The  following  regulations 
in  the  city  of  5/.  Omer  are  worth 
the  notice  of  a  ftranger.  At  the 
top  of  the  great  Tower  of  St,  Bef- 
tin  a  watchman  is  placed  every 
flight,  to  overlook  all  the  quarters 
of  the  town,  and  be  ready  to  call 
imitiediate  afliftance  on  the  breaks 
ing  out  of   any  iire.     So  flrift  a 

guard  is  kept  in  the  ftreets,  that 
■tvcry  perfor..  walking  after  it  is 
dark,  ischiUenged  by  a  fentinel, 

who 
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tvho  cries,  ^i  vive  ?  U  it  is  a 
tradefman  of  the  place,  he 
anfwers,  un  bourgeois ;  if  it  is  a 
ilranger  or  gentleman,  heanfwers, 
44n  ami:  if  he  is  called  three  times 
and  does  not  anfwcr,  the  fentinel 
fires  upon  him.  After  ten  at 
night  in  the  fummer,  and  much 
fooner  in  the  winter,  a  perfoa 
pafling  along  the  ftrcet  mufl  have 
a  lanthorn,  or  candle,  or  torch, 
lighted  in  his  hand,  or  be  atten J- 
'Cd  by  a  light,  or  muft  (hew  that  he 
hasjufthad  fome  fuch,  and  that  it 
is  gone  out;  without  which  cere- 
mony any  gentleman  is  in   danger 

of 
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cf  being  taken  up  as  a  fufpicious' 
perfon  and  carried  to  prifon.  By 
fuch  regulations  as  thefe,  their 
cities  are  fecurcd  from  the  dangers 
of  the  night,  and  the  inhabitants 
enjoy  peace  and  fafety^t  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  few  punctilios,  which 
every  honefi:  man,  for  fo  falutary 
a  purpofe,  would  be  glad  to  ob- 
ferve:  he  that  has  no  roguery  to 
conceal,  is  in  no  fear  from  a 
fcrutiny.  It  was  noted,  as  a  very 
rare  accident,  that  an  houfe  had 
been  lately  broke  open  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  Onier,  and 
one  or    two   perfons    murdered  : 

but 
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but  one  pf  the  felons  was  then 
taken  up,  and  to  be  broken  upon 
the  wheel  in  a  few  days ;  and  it 
was  fuppofed  his  accomplices 
would  not  long  efcape  the  fame 
punifliment* 


Vol.  I.  F  From 
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From  St.  Omer's  to  LpLE* 

On  tlic  third  mominfg,  after  our 
arrival     in    France,     we    departed 
early  from  St.  Qmer^  and  taking  the 
route  of    Bethune    we    arrived    at 
Lijle    by    dinner-time,    which   is 
near  fixty  miles.     -Here.it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  infert  an    account    of 
what  is  Angular,  in  refpedt  to   the 
mode   of  travelling,    and  the  ©b- 
jedls   that    occur   upon   the    road* 
]n    the    fhafts  of  our  chaife   they 
place    a  horfe  of  the   cart-breed^ 

•  but 
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•but  'below  the  fize  of  our  drawing 
borfes,  harnefled  with  ropes  and  a 
^eat  wooden  collar.  By  the  fides 
•of  the  ihaft-horfe  are  two  ponies, 
on  one  of  which  the  pcftilion 
rides,  with  boots,  literally  as  big 
as  two  oyfter-barrels,  and  armed 
with  hoops  of  iron,  to  fave  his  legs 
in  cafe  of  accidents.  The  horfes 
ufed  for  this  work  are  generally 
ilallions,  and  therefore  vicious 
and^quarrelfome.  I  had  been  in- 
j/fbrmed'that  their  progress  is  very 
flow ;  that  the  traveller  is  amufed 
by  the  driver  with  a  vehement 
xrracking     of      the      whip,       to 

F  2  Tittle 
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little  effcdl:  for  that  the  beafts, 
having  lifted  up  their  legs  very 
high,  fet  them  down  again  nearly 
in  the  fame  place:  but  in  fa£t  I 
found  much  the  fame  expedition 
as  in  England.  Every  time  the 
horfes  are  changed  at  a  poft-houfe, 
a  troop  of  beggars,  old  and  young, 
come  about  the  carriage^  and,  if 
the  time  permits,  fomc  of  them 
repeat  the  Creed  and  the  Lord's 
prayer,  and  then  cry  out,  Ta  cha^ 
rite,  Monfieur,  ta  charite^  pour 
P amour  Ju  bon  Dieu^  du  bon  Dieu^ 
Sec.  The  poft-houfcs  are  not 
always    places     of    reception     as 

with 
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with  us :  many  of  them  arc  ordi* 
nary  farm-houfes  ;  and  when  they 
are  inns,  they  are  frequently  very 
indifferent;  but  if  you  have  occa- 
iion  to  be  entertained,  the  driver 
will  readily  obey  your  orders,  and 
take  you  to  any  houfe  of  better  ac- 
commodation.     As  wc   fee  little 

houfes  in  England,  by  the  road 
fide,  with  Lodging  for  travellers  in 
here',  fo  in  France  we  fee  a  board 
over  the  door  of  a  cottage,  with 
Bon  vin,  bonne  biere^  bon  logss. 
The  figns  at  their  public  houfe» 
arc  fometimes  very  profane  and 
ridiculous.  M  Paris  you  may  fee 
F  3  the 
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the  Hotel  dii  Saint  Efprlt^  that  U^ 
the  Inn  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  and  iw 
the  fuborbs  of  Amiens  I  obrerved  a 
little  pot-houfe,  the  fign  of  which- 
was   the  fignature  of    the    facra- 

mental  wafer  (IHS),  upon  a  boards 
with  this  infeription,  Au  nom  Jefuy 
ton  iiercr  ton  eaa  de  'uie-^-^At  the 
Jign  of  the  Name  fefus^  good  beer^ 
good  brandy  *.  The  roadj  are 
much  alike  every  where  r  a  wide  , 
a^cauQ,  fenced  only  with  a  bank; 
and  a  dry  ditch^  has  a  ftone  pave- 
ment in    the   middle,    called    th& 

•   Some  abfurditles  of    the  like  fort  arc 
to  be  met  within  England.  * 

pavip 
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pavi^  fuch  as  the  new  pavemcnr 
of  the  ftreets  of  London,  and  wide 
enough  for  two  carriages  to  pafs. 
On  each  fide  of  this  is  a  road  of  the 
natural  eajth,  called  tht  parterre  i- 
which,  in  the  dry  weather  of  the 
fummer,  is  fo  good  that  the  wheels 
run  upon  the  nail,  but  in  winter, 
and  wet  weather,  it  is  neceflary. 
to  take  the  pavement,  which  if 
not  very  agreeable,  and  is  detri- 
mental to  the  baggage  unlefs  it  is 
well  defended.  It  is  common  to^ 
fee  a  little  hut,  Aanding  by  the 
way  fide,  fomething  like  the  porch* 
of  a  country  churchy  within  which 

F  4  is 
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is  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  and 
fometimes  an  infcription  is  written 
upon  the  wall.  There  are  crofles 
of  different  fizes,  feme  of  wood, 
fome  of  ftone;  fometimes  a  cru- 
cifix appears,  as  large  as  the  life, 
and  in  the  natural  colours;  and,  in 
fome  few  places,  we  are  prefented 
with  a  complete  Calvary^  confiding 
of  an  artificial  mount,  on  the 
fummit  of  which  is  a  crucifix,  with 
the  fpear  and  the  fponge  affixed  to 
the  arms  of  the  crofs,  and,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  on  each  fide,  upon 
two  pedeftals,  are  the  ftatues  of 
^t.  John  and   the   Virgin   Mother 

attending 
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attending  the  crucifixion.     When 
I  faw    one  of  thofe   erefllons,    I 
could  not  help  recolleding  a  ftory 
I    had   heard  of    a   parifli    pricft. 
A    fellow    came     to   a  village  in 
France^  and   fet   up    a  cabaret ^   or 
•public  houfe,  to  which  the  people 
reforted  fo  much  on   a   Sunday  in 
'  the  afternoon,  that,  the  r//r/(which 
is  the  common  appellation   of   the 
parifh  pried)  found  he  had  little  or 
no  congregation,  and  was  in  great 
diftrefs     for     his     people,    whom 
he  had  hitherto  kept  in  very  good 
•order.     He    reafoned    with    them 
for  fome  time,  but  to  little  effedl; 

their 


*— ^ir^  — HI II III..  _. 


[    74    3 

their  feducer  had  the  more  popular' 
Tide  of   the  queftion.     The    pfieft 
being   determined    not  to  give  up- 
the  caufe,  forged  a  letter  from  the 
pope,  which  he  read  over  one  Sun- 
day very  folemnly  in  the  church  to 
his  parifhioners.     The   purport  of 
the  letter  was,  to  ovder  the  raifing 
of  a  Calvary  upon  a  certain  fpot  in 
the   parifh ;    and  a   plenary  indul^ 
gence  was    promifed   to  all    thofe, 
who,  on  every  Sunday^  at  the  cri-^ 
tical  time,  immediately  after  diving 

fervicc,  would  affift,  for  fo  maoy 
hours,  in  bringing  'Carth  from  a 
jccrtaio  pla(;c,  at  a  gwd  .4vftance^ 

for 
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for  the  raifing  of  the  mount.  ThB 
work  took  with  the  people,  and 
they  fet  about  it  with  great  alacrity : 
but  by  the  rules  they  were  bound  ^ 
to  obfcrve,  it  was  fo  long  before  it 
was  finished,  that  the  man  of  the 
cabaret  was  broke  and  obh'ged  ta 
decamp. 

5  Bcfides  thecrofles  and  calvaries^ 
another  ftru<Sture  is  found  near  the 
road,  confifting  of  three  beams  of 
wood,  fixed  in  the  form  of  an 
equilateral    triangle,    upon     three 

piers    of   wood,    brick,  or  ftonc ; 
fo   that  the  whole,  together  com-? 

pofe«  a    figure    cxadJy   like    our 

tyburn. 
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tyburn.  After  many  vain  conjee*^ 
tures  with  myfelf,  about  the  inten- 
tion  of  thefe   eredlions,  I    found, 

at  laft,  they  were  land-marks, 
fixed  as  the  boundaries  of  figno- 
ries  or  lordfhips,  and  (landing  evi- 
dences, that  the  lords  of  fuch 
eftates  had  the  power  of  life  and 
death  within  their  refpedivc 
manors.  But  it  is  time  now  to 
recolleil  that  we  are  on  the  Way 
to  LiJIe. 

When  we  have  turned  off  to  the 
left  from  Betlnine,  the   lail  twenty 

milei',  of  the  road  to  Lijle^  are  in- 
cxprcffibly  rich  and  pleafant :    no; 

fpot 
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fpotupon  the  globe  caa  afford  a 
greater  fliew  of  plenty.  As  \vc 
approach  near  to  the  city,  the 
fight  of  an  hundred  wind-mills, 
{landing  on  a  very  fmall  tradl  of 
ground,  proclaim  to  every  ftranger 
the  extent  of  their  meal  trade. 
When  we  had  paffed  the  fuburbs 
and  fortifications  of  hijle^  we  en- 
tered a  city  exceedingly  clegan;  for 
the  difpofition  and  form  of  its 
buildings,  and  the  cleanlinefs  of 
the  fireets.  The  houfes,  which 
are  all  of  ftone,  appear  like  palaces, 
efpecially  about  the  fquare,  which 
is    y^^'J    large,    very    handfomely 

paved. 
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fpav^ed,  and  in  it  the  Englifli  vifrtor 
fees      a     multitude     of     hackney 
coaches,  placed  orderly  in  a  rank, 
o(  a    fafhion    very  different  f^om 
tOurs,  very  fine  within,  bat  drawn 
by  hearts   which  are   fiiiall,   lean, 
and  miferable.     The  chaifes  a  por^ 
teurst    which    alfo  attend   in   the 
fame  place:,  are  objefts  quite  neW 
to  us.     They  are  made  entir'ely  of 
wood,    and   painted    blue;     their' 
form  and  fize  are  nearly  thiit  of  a 
fedail  chair;    but    they  have   two 
light  wheels  and  a  pair   of  (haft3, 
irt    which    they  are   drawn  by   a 
harncfled  porter,    lt\  dignity  they- 

fccm 
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ffcem  not  much  fuperiorto  a  wheel- 
.barrow,  and,  when  they  are  in  mo- 
tion,   look  very  ridiculous  to    an 
Englifliman,      When    finglc  per- 
fons     have    occafion  to  go  about 
.upon  their  vKits  or  their  bufinefs, 
the  hire  of   thefe  chaifes  is  much 
more    reafonable    than   that    of  a 
carriage,  which  would  take  thr^c 
perfons  more  at  the  fame  expencc; 
:and  I  rather    wonder  that,    in  fo 
many  years,  fomething  of  the  like 
fort  has  not  been  adopted   at  Lon- 
don, for  the  convenience  of  finglc 
fares,  who,  on    every   day  in  the 
week,     except   Sunday,     employ 

more 


t:  80, j 

more     coaches     than    perfons    in 
companies.       When    we    walk   to 
the  end  of  the   ftreet    beyond    the 
^reat  church,  we  come  to   a  canal, 
by  the  fide  of  which,  the  buildings 
of  the  city  are   feen,  in   a   ftraight 
line,  to  a  vaft  extent.     The  canal 
is   crofled  by  a    bridge ;    on     the 
other  fide  of  which  is   a   pleafant 
field    with   gravel    walks,    one  of. 
which  leads  to  the  citadel,  a  very 
capital  fortification,   with   a  pent- 
angular court  in    the   midft  of  it, 
confiding  of  very  elegant  buildings, 
and  nearly  as  large  as   St.  yatnes*s 
Squaxe  at  London.     The  town  and 

citadel 
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cftadel  of  LiJJe  are  always  filled 
with  officers  and  foldiers,  fomcr 
times  to  the  number  of  itn  thou-  . 
fand.  The  condition  of  the  inner, 
and  principal  line  of  fortification, 
in  the  heft  fortified  towns,  is  com- 
monly this.  From  the  ditch, 
>vhich  has  a  good  depth  of  water, 
and  is  ^ibout  an  hundred  feet  ia 
breadth,  a  brick  wall  rifcs  Hoping 
from  the  water,  to  the  height  of 
twenty,  thirty,  forty,  or  even 
fifty  feet ;  above  which  is  a  para- 
pet of  earth,  to  the  height  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty  feet  more,  with  a 
double  rq,w.  of  trees  planted  upon 
Vol.  I.  G  it. 
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iit^  between  which  there  i$  Tro-^ 
quently  a  gravel  walk  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  place  to  take  .  an  airingj 

_  It  is  hard^  to  imagine  how  a  town, 
fortified  as  Z//?^  .is,,cou)d  poflibly 
be  taken,  fuppofing  it  to  be  wdl 
provided,  and  <lcfcndad  by  a  fufE^ 
cient  number  .  of .  foldi^rs.  :  But  it 
Was  taken  by  the  allies  in  lycS-i 
the  .  citadel  >  holding  '  out  .  for  two 
months  after  the  town  waB.loft* 
The  moft:  .  remarkable  » things  at 
Lj/Ief .  next  to  the  fortifications,  arc 

'the  fquare,  the  great  church,  an4 
the  infirmary,;  the  laft  of  whicb# 

ifor  the  admirable  order  andregula- 

itions 
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:tIons  of  it,  is  reckoned  fuperior  to 
-every  thing,  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 
The  accomnfibdations  for  ftrangers 
.at  Lijle  have  a   grand  appearance, 
.but  arc^not  found  very  agreeable; 
and  it  is  the  cuftom  to  charge  ex- 
travagantly dear.  .The  bugs,  the 
pefls  of  France   and  Flanders^  arc 
here  in  full  pofleflion  ;  fo  that,  ia 
lofty  beds  of  filk  and  fattin,  there 
is    neither    reft   nor  peace  to  be 
found,  till  a  perfon,  by  fome  ex- 
pedient   or   other,    has    rendered 
himfelf  jnacceflible  to  thcfe  offen- 
five  companions. 

G  2  From 
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From  Lisle  to  Paris^ 

After  one  day  fpent  in  taking  a 
"Curfory  view  of  Lijlcy  we.  fet  out 
for  Parisf  and  came  to  Douay, 
another  fortified  town,  which,  at 
prefent,  feems  rather  in  decay, 
the  fortifications  being  very  much 
out  of  repair.  It  has  a  college  of 
Englifl)  ftudents,  compofed  of 
thofe  who,  being  farther  advanced, 
have  been  removed  from  the  col- 
lege of  St.  Omer,  where  they  arc 
all  young.     We  faw  fomc  of  thefc 

« 
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young  men,  walking  along  the 
ilreet,  in  a  drefs  not  much  unlike 
that  of  the  fecular  clergy  *.  From 
hence  we  proceeded  lo  Cambray^ 
which  place  brought  the  incom- 
parable Fenelon  to  my  mind,  and  I 
was  mortified  that  I  could  not 
make  myfelf  better  acquainted 
with  a  city,  which  had  been  the 
feat  of  that  celebrated  genius  :  but 

•  M,  Tournefori^  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  fpeaks  of  an  ampitheatre 
at  Douay^  which  poflefles  the  cavity  of  a 
large  mountain.  It  was  dug  by  art,  and 
he  pronounces  it  as  wonderful  an  the  la- 
byrinth o(  Candia.,  If  I  fhould  have  any 
future  opportunity,  I  would  not  pafs  by 
Pouay  without  fome  enquiry  after  it, 

G  3  it 


it  could  not  be  ;  we  arrived'  late^ 
and  departed  early-  The  next  for-- 
tified  town^  and  the  lafl:  we  were 
concerned  with  in  this  route,  was- 

,  Peronne:  it  is  troublefome  to  enter 
them  on  account  of  the  king's 
o£Gcers>  who  have  authority  to 
examine  tlie  baggage  ;  but,  in  ge- 
neral, they  are  civil,  and  for  a 
Kiingt  ^quatre  fous^  or  French  Shil- 
ling, which  they  have  iio  ^ight 
to  dennand;^  will  pernrat  a  ftrajiger^ 
who  has  the  appearance  of  a  gen- 
tleman, to  pafs  with  little  jinter- 

'    Tuption.      Peronne   ftands  upon   a 
river,  about  which  iheje^fc  Wi- 
dows 
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dot^s  and  toarihe^,  which  fcem  t€|' 
be  ve^y  uhfound  and  watery:  and- 
the  place  on  this  account,  as  I  wat  * 
afterwards  informed  by  a  learned 
cznon  of'Peronne,    with  whom  I^ 
had  the  pleafure  to  be  acquainted 
at  Paru^  is  very  unhealthy  at  two 
feafons  of  the  year,  and  fubjeft  to^' 
agues.- 

On  the  other  fide  of  Peronne,^ 
being  now  far  advanced  into  the  * 
country, »  and  above  an  hundred  * 
miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  ♦  we  a- 
lighted,  .and  traverfed  a  wood  to  • 
examine  the  plants,  where  I-cx*- 
ppftcd^fomething  new  j  but  no- 
,  G  4  thing; 
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(hing  occurred  difFerent  from  what 
wc  have  in  England.  Frogs 
feemed  to  be  more  plentiful  than 
with  us,  as  if  there  were  game 
laws  in  force  for  their  preferva- 
tion.  The  mod  common  of  the 
plants,  that  appear  by  the  way- 
fide,  are  a  fmaller  fpecies  of  Eryn^ 
go,  with  our  ordinary  ftar-thiftle/ 
both  of  which  are  very  abundant. 
The  larger  fort  of  Eryngo  is  found, 
very  fair  and  flrong,  among  th^ 
fand  in  the  foot- way  to  the  weftcrn 
pier  at  Calais.  The  botanical  tra- 
veller will  have  frequent  occafion 
to    obfervc     the     propriety   witlx 

which 
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which  our  Mr.  Ray  has  added  th^ 
tide  of  Gdllica  to  his  Refeda  Crifpa, 
or  Rocket  of  the    Chiltern    hills, 
there  being  fcarcely  aplatof  ground, 
for  two  hundred   miles,  on  which 
this   plant  is  not  found.     In   the 
afternoon  of  this  day  we  vifited  an- 
other wood  with  little  better  fuc- 
cefs.     The   night  brought  us   to 
Sen/is,    about   ninety    miles   from 
Cambrayy    a   very   pleafant    place, 
not  far  frotn  which  arc  the  fkirts 
of  the  foreft  of  C//^//////k»  which  is 
faid  to  afford    fome  of  the  mod 
J    agreeable  fcenes  in   France.     No 
EngliHiman    can  travel  thus  far, 

with* 


tvithoirt  hzving  exprcfi^d  '■  himfelf; . 
vrith  fome  furpriee,  at  the  beds  hi  • 
ineet€  with  in  the  inns  upcm  tho 
road.     Two  of  thefnare  ^Iway*- 
placed  in   the   fame  room  :  •  they 
confift  of  a  bed  of  ftravr  at  the  btJt-- 
torn,  then  a  large  mattraf6|.thcn  ^^ 
feather-bed,    then    another    largesr 
mattrafs,     upon    which  *  lire    thtf  * 
blankets,  &c.  with  all  which,  th6 
bed  is  fo   high^-that  a  man    with  ^ 
great    difficulty   climbs    int6  '  it;, 
and,  if  he  were  to  tumble  out  of 
it  by  mifchance,  he  would  be  irt» 
danger  of  breaking  his  bones  upon?' 
a  brick  floor.     Splendor  and  filthi-^ 

nefs 


'iiefe  ^e4oo  irequntly^  united  im 
this  part  of  the  globe.  The  (bmc 
apartment-  prefcnts^  us  with  very 
large  gilt  glaffes,-  tapeftry,.  paint- 
ings,  fattin  beds,-a  fwaroiof  bugs, 
^  and  a  dirty  brick  floor  in'  art  upper 
chamber.  The  timber  of  the 
country,  for  covering  the  floors^ 
fcems  to  be  very  fcarce  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants  ; 
for,  if  I  miftakc  not,  I  travelled  at 
lead  an  hundred  miles  from  Calais, 
before  I  pafled  by  a  fingic  oak  tree- 
Thurfday,  Aug.  14,  being  a 
^raad  Jlomifh  feftival  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary^   the    bells    of   fevcral 

coa- 
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.convents  and  churches  began  to 
jangle  all  at  once,  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  as  if  the  whole 
town  of  Sen/is  had  been  on  fire. 
There  is  fomcthing  quite  new  to 
me  in  many  of  the  French  bells, 
which  are  deep,  foft,  and  fweet 
like  the  lower  pipes]  of  an  organ* 
I  perceived  this  firft  at  Li/Je,  and 
afterwards  rcniarkably  at  Paris. 


Par  19, 
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Pari  s.  , 

As  we  approach  nearer  to  Paris, 
<he  towns  and  buildings   multiply,' 
but  not  nearly  (o  much  as   in   the/ 

i 

approaches  to  London ;  and  thef 
country  being  in  general  flat,  wc' 
have  no  very  diftant  profpc(5l  of! 
the  city.  At  every  entrance  there/ 
is  a  barrier,  wl>ere  there  is  an  iroa' 
^ate,  and  officers  near  at  hand  ta^ 
examine  all  that  pafs  through  itj 
The  eye  of  a  ftranger  is  foori 
caiched     by    the    lamps,    which,' 

contrary 
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^contrary  to  our  pradlice,  are  fur- 
pended  .over  'the  ^middle  of  the 
fflrects,    by   a  line    carried    across 
>from  the    hou fes.     The   place,  to 
which  we  were,  deftined,  gave  our 
. driver occafion  to  carry  us  through; 
.a  confiderable  .part   of  the  Boul^ 
-nmrdst  »v/hich    is  the   name  of  a 
•very   fpacious  ftreet,  -furrounding., 
piore  than  h^lf  the  .city  ci  Paris* 
It  is  planted  with  a  row  of  large 
•trees  on  each    fide,  where  there' 
ore  gravel  walks  kept  in  very  good 
•  order.   'The  houfes  are  here  in  a 
j/lyledifFerentfromthe  refl  of  the- 
town,  with  balconies,  arbours,  open 

courts^ 


mtmrnm 


I    9i    ] 

Courts,,  and  gardens  next,  the  ftrecf^ 
.foasto  conflitute  a  fcene  unlike 
» to  any  thing  we  meet  with  at  Lon- 
don,  and  fuch  aswe  might  expedl 
rto  find  in!  Spain  or  the  cities  of  the 
.caft,  Thefe  Boulevards,  which 
:  arc  I  (o  called  becaufe  they  were 
<  once  the  ramparts  of  the  city,  are 
I  the  refort.of  the  gentry  for  airing,^ 

♦  either  on  foot, » on  horfcback,  or 
;in  carriages  ;  and,  on  a  fummer's 

•  evening,  efpecially  on  Thurfday, 
t  there  are  all  forts  of  diverfions  go- 
ring  forward,  and  fpedtaclcs  ;to  be 

feen,  fuch   as   rope-dancing,  panr 
TtQOiiaic    ibuifooneryt    :fhew8    o£ 
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t^^ild   beafls,    coffee     houfes  witK 

vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic,  and 

^very  thing  that  can  be   aflenibled 

to  draw  the  attention  and  promote 

amuremcnt.      When   we  came  by 

the  back  fide  of  the  Tliuilleriest  to 

the  Pont  Royals  a  new  bridge,  near 

the  weflern  limits  of  the  city,  wo 

had  a   complete  view  of  the  river 

^einey  and  the  buildings   about  it, 

which  are  fo  difpofcd  as  to   have  a 

•very  grand  cffe6l.     The  riv^er  itfelf 

is  not  one   third    (o   wide  as    the 

Thames  at  London ^  but  it  is   made 

the   moft   of:    its   banks   are    not 

crouded     with    buildings    to     the 

water's 


t    97    1 

water's  edge;  but  there  is  a  quay, 
pavement,  or  parade,  between  the 
houfes  and  the  river,  of  fixty  or 
eighty  feet  in  breadth,  wilh  a  low 
parapet-wall  next  the- water,  fo 
that  feveral  magnificent  buildings, 
on  each  fide,  are  open  to  the  view  ; 
and  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  air  is 
better  provided  for.  If  you  look 
up  the  river  to  the  eaftward,  to- 
ward the  Po?it  Neuf^  the  principal 
edifices  that  appear  from  this  fta- 
tion,  which  is  a  very  good  point 
of  view^  are  the  whole  range  of 
the  old  and  new  Louvre  on  one 
fide,  and  the  college  of  Cardinal 
Vol.  !•  H  Mazann 
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.Wa'zann  on   the  other.      If  yoa 
Jook  down  the   river,   the  gardens 

of  the  ThuillerteSf  extending  on 
one  fide,  are  oppofed  on  the  other 
by  the  Palais  de  Bourbon^  and  the 
grand  hofpital  of  the  invalids. 
The  more  polite  part  of  the  town, 
where  grandeur  and  gaiety  have 
their  habitation,  Is  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  river,  near  the  Palais 
Royal,  and  the  Place  des  ViEloires : 
but  fober  ordinary  people  may  find 

a  very  agreeable  refidence  on  the 
other,  fide,  fomewhere  near  the 
parade  which  joins  the  two  great 
bridges :  which  will  fcrve,  in  all 

.rcfpe(5l5# 
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TTcfpcfls,  as  well  for  amufcmcnt  irt 
for   the  convenience  of    bufinefs^ 

When  yoa  have  occafion  to  crofs 
the  water,  by  a  nearer  way  ttan 
that  of  going  round  by  either  of 
'the  bridges,  there  is  a  ferry  efta- 
bliflied  about  half  way  between 
them,  which  is  exceedingly  ufeful, 
and  the  boats  are  going  at  all 
hours,  and  almoft  all  minutes,  of 
the  day. 

As  foon  as  we  were  fettled,  I 
purfued  the  inftrudions  I  had  re- 
ceived, for  making  myftlf  ac- 
<juainted  with  the  place.  I  pro- 
cured two  pocket  maps,  the  one 
H  2  of 


of  the  city  of  Paris,  the  other  of 
the  Efivirons^  which    two  inform 
us  very  exactly  as    to  the  topogra- 
pliy  J    and  as   the    names    of  the 
ftreets  are  infcribed  at   every  turn- 
ing, a  Aranger,  by  confulting  the 
former  of  them,  may  find  his  owa 
way  without  a/king  a  fingle  quef- 
tion.      Then,    for   all    the   public 
places,     fpccflacles,      amufements, 
together  with  all  the  trade  and  bu- 
finefs  of  Paris,  the  whole   is   laid 
down  for  us,  in  alphabetical  order, 
in  two  little   pocket    volumes,  in- 
titled  Almanack  Parijien  :   the  firrt: 
of  thefe  defcribes  all  the  buildings, 

and 
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and  the  curiofities  they  contain; 
the  fecond  explains  the  bufinefs 
and  employments  of  all  the  peo- 
ple. If  you  are  ignorant  about 
any  kind  of  merchandize,  or  any 
objeft  of  curiofity,  you  are  here  fo 
exadly  inrt:rud:ed,  concerning  the 
place  where  things  are  to  be  found, 
and  the  price  at  which  they  ought 
to  be  fold,  that  a  ftranger,  v/ith  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the 
French  language,  cannot  well  be 
impofed  upon,  when  he  knows 
how  to  examine  the  contents  of 
this  little  manual.  A  ufeful 
work,  of  the  fame  kind,  is   to  be 

H  3  met 
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rpct  with  at  London,  called  th^r 
Foreigner  s  Gtiid^y  in  French  and» 
Englifli,  and  calculated  for  the 
city  of  London  :  but  it  extends 
only  to  the  buildings  and  public 
places,  like  the  iirft  part  of  the 
Almanack  PariJIen  :■  we  have  no- 
thing, that  I  know  of)  anfwerable 
to  the  fecond  part.  With  thefe 
map^  and  thefe  books,  no  perfon,. 
who  will  be  at  the  pains  to  inform 
himfelf,  can  be  long  a  ftranger  at 
.Farts.  If  he  looks  under  the  ar- 
ticle Paris^  ill  the  fecond  part,  he' 
will  find  an  eafy  diftribution  of  the 
city  into  its  ftveral  ijuartcrs,  froni 

whence 
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whence  a  fufficient  idea  of  tHfc' 
whole  may  foon  be  acquired.  If' 
we  compare  the  two  metropolitical' 
cities  of  France  and  England^  as* 
mod  Englirtimen  will  find  them- 
ftlves  difpofed  to  do,  we  (hall  foon- 
difcover  that  London  is  the  largeft 
and  the  moft  convenient-    At  Paris 

9 

the  houfes  are    higher,  the   ftreets^ 
narrower,  the  water  very  indiffer- 
ent; but   the   air   is    much  purer,.  < 
of  which  I  can  give  a  ftrong  proof,, 
if  I  recoiled  it,  in  the  proper  place, 
There  is  no  pavement  at   the  fides*- 
of  their  ftreets,    for    the  conveni- 
ence of  foot-paflfengers  ;  but,  for 

H  4.  their 
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their  fafety,  pofts  of  ftonc  arc  fixt 
at  proper  diflances,  projeding 
from  the  wall,  fo  as  to  fecure 
them  from  carts  and  coaches. 

It  would  carry  me  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  my  prcfent  defign,  if 
I  were  here  to  give  a  particular  ac-  * 
count  of  the  city  of  Paris :  I  mean 
only  to  fpeak  of  fome  fuch  things 
as  became  the  particular  objedls  of 
my  own  attention,  and  to  follow  the 
order  in  which  they  occurred  to 
me. 


The 


"^ 


The  Public  Gardens. 


A  perfon,  who  vviflies  to  fee 
the  people  he  is  come  amongft, 
will  certainly  repair,  as  foon  as 
'  poffible,  to  the  public  walks, 
which  are,  the  gardens  of  the 
Thuilleries^  the  Luxembourg^  and 
the  Palais  Royal.  The  laft  of  thefe 
is  not  frequented  for  the  beauty  of 
the  place,  but  for  (hew  and 
fafhion,  becaufe  it  is  the  rcfort  of 
politcncfs«      The  garden    of  the 

Jhuil- 
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7/iui!/eries,  which  joins  to  one  of  the' 
royal  palaces  of  that  name,  has  a^ 
terras  four  hundred  yards  in  length, 
which  runs  parallel   to  the   river^. 
an^  the  divifions  of  the  whole  gar- 
den are  very  fpacious  and   magni** 
ficent :  but  the  French  gardens,  ii\* 
general,    have    this    imperfedipny^. 
that  their  walks  are  always  at  rights 
angles;   there  are  jio. elegant  irre- 
gularities,   no  pleafing  deviations^ 
but  all  is  artificial^  ftifF,  and  uni-r 
form.     In  an  afternoon  and  evcn-< 
ing  of  thefummer^  the  great  mid- 
dle alley  of  this  garden  is  filled' 
with    variety  of   good    company,^ 

ladies  • 
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ladlcr  and  gentlemen,  priefts,  lavv^ 
yers,    and  dominicans,  &c.    hun-^ 
dreds  of  whom   are    featcd  under 
the  trees,  and  converfing  together 
in  parties  y  for  which   purpofe  the 
walk  is  fupplicd  with  a  multitude* 
of   little   ordinary  matted  chairs, 
with  the  ufe  of  which,  the  com- 
pany  is    accommodated,    for    the 
payment  of  a  fmall  piece  of  money ^r 
At  the  lower  end  of  this  magnifi- 
cent garden  is  an  area,  to  which 
you  pafs  by  a  draw^bridgc.     Thi» 
is  called  the  TUce  of  Louis  the  ff-^ 
teenth,  on  which  fpot  a  very  largo 
fair  is  |f:cpt  at  the  latter   end  o£ 
V  Auguft, 
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Augufl:,  where  all  the  moft  bril- 
liant wares  of  the  city  of  Paris  are 
expofed  to  fale.  The  temporary 
fhops,  eredted  for  this  occafioir, 
are  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  crofs, 
with  a  large  circle  in  the  middle  of 
it.  At  night,  when  the  candles 
arc  lighted  up,  the  (hew  is  very 
fine.  The  booth?,  eredted  for 
coffee-houfes,  &c.  have  concerts 
of  vocal  and  inftrumental  tnufic  of 
the  middling  fort ;  fome  have  plays 
and  pantomime  entertainments; 
many  coaches,  filled  with  the  bed 
company,  arc  driving   abouti  and 

a  large  concourfe  of  people^    on 

footi 
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foot,  are  taking  their  walks  under 
the  awnings  of  the  (hops,  and 
amufing  themfelves  with  a  fight 
of  the  furniture  within.  This 
fair  continues  for  feveral  weeks, 
and  the  Sundays  themfelves  are  not 
excepted  after  twelve  o'clpck  at 
noon. 

Our  refidcnce  being  near  to  the 
Thuilleries^  I  walked  there  very 
often  for  exercife  and  meditation. 
As  I  was  taking  my  turn  one  morn- 
ing, pretty  early,  on  the  terras,  the 
fwallows,  invited  by  a  fwarm  of 
flies,  were  fkimming  about,  in 
great  numbers,    by  the  fide  of  itj, 

and. 
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and,  amongft  them,  I  obftfved 
one  that  was  perfedlly  white.  It 
:f]ew  by  me  fcvcral  times,  fo  that 
J  could  have  (hot  it  with   cafe,  if 

fuch  a  thing  had  not  been  abfo^ 
Jutely  prohibited    by  the  laws    of 

the  place.  I  fpoke  of  this  circum- 
•ftance,  a  day  or  two  afterward?,  to 

Monfieur  Duubenton^  the  keeper 
of  the  kiijg's  cabinet,  who  (hewed 

Jiiie  a  while  fwaliow  in  that  collec- 
tion, but  it  was  in  very  indifferent 
prefervation.      It    fcemed    not   to 

•have  been,  originally,  fo  perfedt 
fL  fpccimen   as  that   which' I  faw 

^livcj    to    wKicB    my    ingeriioue 

friend 


friend  Mr*  Lever  would  do  great 
jufticc  if  he  had  it,  and  I  wi/hed 
it  in  hia  pofTcilion  for  that  pur- 

,pofe. 


th& 
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The  Luxembourg. 


The  gardens  of  the  Luxembourg 
which  is  another  of  the  royal  pa- 
laces, are  not  fo  grand  as  the  for- 
mer, but  they  have  the  advantage 
of  more  variety,  and  fome  parts 
would  prefent  a  fweet  agreeable 
retirement,  if  they  were  kept  in  as 
good  order  as  thofe  of  the  Thuille'- 
ries.  The  pal  age  of  Luxembourg 
has  a  large  gallery,  which  is  every 
where  celebrated  for  the  twenty- 
four 
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four  large  pidures  of  RubenSt. 
With  which  it  is  furni(hed,  con- 
uint*,g  the  hiftory  of  Mary  de  ili>- 
dicis»  the  mother  of  Louis  the 
Xlllth.  lean  fay  nothing  new  in 
commenda,-on  gf  them  :  but 
whoever  kcs  them,  muft  be  amaz- 
ed at  the  brightnefs  mi  the  colours, 
which  have  been  laid  upon 'the 
canvas  an  hundred  and  fifty  years* 
The  matter  of  the  hiftory  is  all  ex- 
prefled  in  fymbols,  taken  from  the 
the  heathen  religion  and  mytho- 
logy, with  which  it  is  rather  over- 
loaded, topleafe  my  fancy*  I  have 
long  been  of  opiniop,  that  our 
Vol  I.  I  pocti 
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poets  and  painters  have  fallen  intol 
adcgree  of  fervility,  and  npt  fel-i 
dom  of  manifeft  abfurdity,  by*thcif 
invariable  and  intemperate    appli=- 
cation  of  the  heathen  machinery  to 
all  fubjedls :' but  in  thvs,  perhaps, 
I  may  be  accounted  fqueamifli,  and 
find  but  few  follov/ers.    There  are 
other  apartments,  belonging  to  this 
palace,  in  which  there  are  fome  very 
fine,  and  many  very  pleafing  pic- 
tures, which  were    brought   from 
the  king's    cabinet;     particularly 
one  of  the  Crucifixion,  with   the 
fun  cclipfed  ;  and   another  of  our 

Saviour 
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^8aviou^  driving  the  buyers  and  fel- 
:lers  out  of  the  Temple.    The  capi- 
tal figure,    which   is  that  of  our 
Saviour  himfelf,  is    too   mild  and 
, placid  for   the  occafion  ;  but  near 
himthcre  is  a  Jew,  with  an  air  of 
faucinefs  in    the  countenance  and 
the  attitude,  which  is  incomparably 
well  hit,   fo  that  one  may  put  into 
his  mouth  the  fenfe  he  is  fpeaking. 
In   a  corner,    of  the   fame  piece, 
there   is  an  excellent   figure  of  a 
mifer,  brooding  over  his    money- 
table,  and  beginning  to  be  alarm- 
ed   for   the  fate     of   his  treafure. 
The'    face  is  excellent ;    but  the 
I  2  painter. 
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painter,  by  a  ftrangc  mctachro^ 
mfm,  has  put  a  large  pair  of  fpcc- 
tacles  upon  hisnofc. 


The 
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The  Cathedral* 

» 

The  great  cathedral  of  Paris  if 
the  Notre  Dame^  ftanding,  witb 
many  other  buildings,  on  an  ifland 
of  the  river  Seine.  The  architec-' 
turc,  which  is  very  ancient,  is  fine^ 
and  croudcd  with  ornament ;  but 
the  defign  of  the  whole,  when 
taken  together,  is  not  fo  grand 
either  as  Weftminfter  Abbey  or  the 
great  church  at  Canterbury  ;  and 
the  two  towers  at  the  weft  end  are 
much  lower.   The  infidc  is  in-  moft 

1  3  excel- 
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excellent  repair,  and  the  ornaments- 
far  furpafled  all  I  had  yet  feen,   fo- 
that  it  would  be  cnd)efs  to  defcribe 
them.  The  choir  has  fome  charm- 
ing    pi(flures,    and    many   capital; 
flatucs    in     bronze    and      marble.. 

There  are  eight  pi(5liires  round  the: 
body  of  the  choir^  each  of  which  is^ 
worthy  of    particular  admiration, 
hut  none   are    more  plcaiing  than 
the  Annunciation  by  Htj/Uy  and  the 
Vifitation  by  Jouvenef,  who  paint- 
^d  this   his   laft   pidure  with  his 
hft  hand,  when  his  right  was  pa- 
ralytic.    By   the    fide    of  an    aifle- 
which,  furrounds    the  choir,    are 

fieveraL 
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feveral  fmall  chapels,  fome  of 
which  have  excellent  pidlures,  by 
the  befl:  painters  of  France,  with 
many  other  curiofities.  As  foon 
as  you  enter  the  weft  door,  there  is 
a  coloflal  figure  of  St.  Chrijlopher^ 
in  marble  :    but    there  feems  no^ 

thing  very  extraordinary  in  thq 
dcfign  or  execution  :  it  is  rathef 
a  goblin,  like  the  giants  in  Guilds 
halt 


li  4.  The 
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The   Mint. 

• 

As  we  returned  from  the  Notre 
T)ame,  we  came  by  a  very  fine 
new  building  called  the  Monnoye 
or  Mint :  it  confifts  of  many  parts; 
but  I  could  not  help  admiring,  in 
a  more  particular  manner,  a  fpaci- 

ous  room  on  the  ground-floor^  with 
eight  or  ten  brafs  engines  in  it 
for  the  ftriking  of  money,  and 
which,  for  elegance  and  cleanli- 
oefs,  fecmcd  rather  like  an  apart- 
ment in  a  palace  than  the  work- 

fhop 
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fhop  of  amint.  I  obfervcd  to  the 
French  fervant,  who  was  with  us^ 
that  the  appearance  of  fo  magnifi- 
cent an  office,  for  coining  money,, 
mufl:  imprefs  every  foreigner  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  wealth  and  grandeur 
of  the  French  monarchy :  upoa 
which  the  man  took  occaCon  to 
anfwer  in  my  ear — La  maifon  da 
toy  dt  Grande  Bretagne  eft  bien  W- 
laine.  I  did  not  know  whether  I 
ought  to  laugh  or  to  be  angry  \  but 
this  reproach  is  not  new  to  us  :  the 
gloomy  courts  of  St.  James's  palace 
arc  by  no  means  anfwerable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  BriiiQi  crown,  nor 

to 
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tor  the  private  eharadler  of  their 
prefent  inhabitant,  who  has  the 
hearts  of  nine  tenths  of  his  fub-^ 
jedts  >  and  may  miflead  ftrangers  to> 
prcfume  upon  the  weaknefs  and 
poverty  of  the  kingdom,  -  It  is  a 
moFtifyin^  confideration,  that  thc^ 
iixth  part  of  what  is  funk  annually 
for  intereft,  in  the  hopelefs  gulph 
of  the  rtational  d^bt,  would  build 
©ne  of  ih<i  fineft  palaces  in* Europe, 
and  precliide  all  fu<th  unfavoury. 
wffbdione  for  the  tirtie  to  come. 

the 
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The  P  r  o  p  L  Bi 

The  obfervationR  which  occar-^ 
red,  on  the  manners  of  the  ptoplcr 
of  Paris,  were  many;  thofe  oa« 
their  drefs^  a^d  outward  appear^ 
ance,.  were  but  few.  The  French^ 
women,  in  general,  are  not  fo 
handfome  as  ihe  EngHfli;:  and,, 
whatever  may:  be  the  caafe  of  it,*. 
their  young  ladies  have  not  a» 
young  look.  I  imputed  this  eithen 
to  the  cuftom  they  have  of  walking. 

for  boursi  in  the  fun  and  air,  with 

nothing 
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nothing  on  but  their  domellic 
hcad-drefs ;  or  to  the  ufe  of  paint,. 
In  general  they  drefs  much  like  the 
Englifli,  except  in  the  prepofter- 
ous  cuftom  they  have  of  drefling 
up  little  girls,  of  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age,  till  they  ftagger  under  the 
weight  of  their  own  heads,  and 
are  interrupted  in  their  Aeps  by  thc- 
ftiffnefs  of  a  brocaded  filk  gown^ 
and  petticoat.  The  women  of 
rank  make  themfelvcs  hideous,  by 
great  blotches  of  paint  upon 
their  cheeks,  which,  ^  in  fome 
ladies,  are  as  well  deBned  as  the 
circumference  of  a  circle>  and   a$ 

red 
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red  as  the  Saracen's  Head  upon  a 
fign  port.  To  hide  or  difguifc  the 
painty  fo  as  to  imitate  nature^  is 
not  the  thing  intended  :  it  is  not 
.  meant  as  an  improvement,  but  as 
a  badge  of  quality,  in  which  the 
wom^n  of  the  middling  order, 
either  through  fear  or  wit,  do  not 
follow  them.     It    appeared    very 

fmgular  to  me  to  fee  men  with 
ear-rings ;  but  the  ear-ring  is  a 
*  common  ornament  at  Paris,  with 
porters,  hoftlers,  watermen,  and 
portilions.  A  young  man,  who 
has  been  unaccuftomed  to  drcfs, 
may  come  hither  to  be  made  a  fop 

of; 
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*<)f ;  but  the  fop  who  comes  ready 

made,  ftands  a  good  chance  to  be 

•cured  of  his    vanity.      Finery   is 

here  fo  cheap    and  univerfal,  that 

his  trouble    is  thrown   away,  and 

his   figure    pafles   undiftinguiflied, 

'  as  a  fingle  wave  among  the  waters 

of  the  ocean.     The  footmen  wear 

'bag-wigs,    and    have    their     hair 

drefled    as   gentlemen.      The  firfl 

•fight  I  faw  in  the  morning,   when 

1  role,  at  Calais,  was  a   man   fer- 

vant,    digging  up  potaltoes  in  the 

garden,  in  a  bag- wig. 

The 
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The  C  H  ART  RiE  u  r* 

Having  been  educated,  when  I 

was  a  boy,  upon  the '  foundation 
of  a  feminary,  which  was  formerly 
a  monaftery  for  Carthufian  monks, 
1  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  one  of  the 
focieties  of  the  Chartreux.  The 
religious,  of  this  order,  obfervc  a 
ftridt  filence,  except  one  indivi- 
dual of  the  fraternity,  who,  for 
the  day  or  the  week,  takes  his 
turn  to  do  bufinefs  for  the  reft, 
.and    to   fpeak    occafionally    with 

ftrangcrs. 
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ftrangcrs.  I  was  admitted  into 
their  cloyfter,  and  condudtcd  to^ 
the  cell  of  (he  friar,  who  was  the 
acceflible  perfon  for  the  time  be- 
ing. I  found  a  man  of  a  venerable 
appearance,  in  a  clofe  habit  of  ' 
white  cloth,  which  reached  down 
to  his  feet :  his  head  was  (haved 
quite  bare,  and  he  was  fitting  at 
a  reading-defk  in  his  library. 
As  foon  as  we  appeared,  he  rofe 
up,  and,  accofting  us  with  the  air 
of  a  gentleman,  invited  us  into  his 
cell,  which  confided  of  four  apart- 
ments, an  antichamber,  a  library, 
a  bed-room,    and  an  oratory,  all 

hand- 


handfomely  wainfcoted  with  Spa- 
nifh  oak.  His  library  was  a  room 
of  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  very 
decently  filled  frjm  the  top  to  the 
bottom  with  books,  which  confift- 
ed  principally  of  the  writings  of 
the  fathers  and  ccclefiaftical  hifto- 
rians^  He  convcrfed  with  me  in 
Latin  ;  and,  when  he  found  I  was 
an  Engliflimani  told  me,  he  had 
the  honour  once  of  a  vifit,  in  his 
cell,  from  a  brother  of  the  queen 
of  England.  He  enquired  parti- 
cularly what  we  apprehended  from 
the  prefent  difpute  with  America  ? 
In  anfwer  to  which,  I  gave  it  as 
VoL.L  K  my 
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my  own  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
terminated  to  the  honour  of  Great 
Britain :  he  f?Jd,  he  hoped  it 
would,  and  fliewed  me  a  very 
large  map,  in  which  he  fometimcs 
amufed  himfelf,  with  contemplat- 
ing the  feat  of  our  prefent  troubles. 
When  he  condudted  me  into  his 
bed-room,  it  was  fo  neat,  and  in 
fuch  exa6t  order,  that  J  could  not 
help  afking  him,  whether  he 
thought  St.  Anthony  was  fo  well 
accommodated  in  the  Defart?  He 
fmiled  at  my  queftion,  and  then 
{hewed  me  that  his  bed  was  filled 
with  nothing  but  draw,  and  that 

he 
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licTiad  a  brown  fhirt  of  horfe-Tiair 
tnext  hislkin.     His  garden  was   a 
>fmall  plat,  about  thirty  feet  fquare, 
inclofed  within  high  walls,  which 
Avere     very    well     covered     with 
grapes.     The  borders,  which  were 
watered  from  a   little  fountain  in 
the  corner   of   the  garden,    were 
•kept  in  good  order,  and,  amongft 
other  flowers,  had  a  fmall  fort  cf 
variegated      holy  •  hock,       lately 
brought  from  China.    The  oratory 
was  a  little  flip,  one  fide  of  which 
xonfifted  entirely  of  glafs  frames: 
at  the  upper  end  was    a  Crucifix, 
with  a  pi(flure   of  Bruno^  the  firft 
K  7.  founder 
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founder  of  their  order,  who  is  rc- 
.  ported  to  have  taken  up  the  reCo- 
lution     of     following    this     rigid 
courfe  of  life,  in  confequence  of  a 
•  tragical   event,    the  particulars  of 
which  are  not  unknown    to   thofe 
who  have  read   the  hiftory  of  the 
Charter-houfe.       A   dwelling,    fo 
fequeftered  from  the  world,  and  fo 
well    accommodated   to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  fludy  and  contemplation, 
I  never  faw  before ;  and,  I  think, 
my    imagination    will   fometimes 
tranfport  me  to   the  retirement  of 
this   folitary  Carthufian  ;    but  few 
minds  can  relifh  habitual  folitude^ 

and 
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and  few  conftitutions  can  endure  the 
feverity  to  which  thcfe  monks  are 
obliged  by  the  rules  of  the  fociety^ . 
Some  of  them  fink  under  the  trial,: 
and  fall  into  idiotifm  or    melan-, 
choly,   as   I    was    informed  by.  a 
learned  prelate  of  our  church,  who 
had   fpent   fomc  time    at   Vienna^ 
where  the  religious,  of  this  order, 
being     but    poorly  endowed,    arc. 
not  provided  for  fo  well  as  at  Paris. 
His  account,    as  nearly   as   1  can 
recoiled  it,  was  as  foHows.  When 
he  had  taken  a' walk,  one   day,  to 
the  top    of  a     mountain,    a    few 
miles  from  the  city  of  Vienna^  he 
K  3  heard 
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heard  a  bell  ring,  at  fome  liitlc* 
dillance,  and  directing  his  way  by 
the  found,  he  came  to  a  convent  of 
the  Chartreux^  in  a  pkaTant  fitua* 
tion,   juft  under  the   brow  of  thcr 

hilL  One  of  the  monks  conduced: 
him  to  hil  cell,  and   (hewed  himv 

his  little  garden,  from  whence 
there  was  a  delightful  profpeft  of 
the  country  below  :  the  dcclivi* 
tics  of  the  rugged  mountain;, 
were  covered  with  trees  down  to 
the  very  bottom ;  in  the  blue' 
ikirts  of  the  horizon  there  was  a' 
long  range  of  very  dirtant  hills  ;, 
and  the  country  lying  between  was: 

a  va/l 


SBI 
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a  vaft  plain  richly  cultivated,  with 
the  Danube  winding  through  it,  in 
three  ftreams,  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  follow  it.  Charmed  with 
the  fituation,  which  afforded  fuch 
an  uncommon  view,  he  expreffed^ 
himfelf  in  terms  of  thehigheft  ad- 
miration,  to  the  Carthufian  -who 
attended  him,  affirming,  that  the 
eye  could  never  be  weary  cf  be- 
holding fuch  a  fight.  Sir,  faid  he, 
this  may  be  very  fine  to  you,  but 
it  is  infipid  to  mc,  who  have  no 
enjoyment  of  it.  Do  not  miftake 
me,  as  if  I  were  a  libertine  in  my 
heart,  and  wanted  to  return  to  the 

K  \r  plea-' 
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pleafurcsof  the  world  j  no,  I  am 
a  ferious  man  :  but  out  of  focicty 
the  mind  ftagnates,  and  becomes 
indifferent  to  every  thing ;  and^ 
whatever  the  faculties  may  be, 
they  lofe  their  vigour  and  grow 
ufelefs,  I  have  a  difpofition  to  be 
delighted  with  all  works  of  art  and 
ingenuity,  and  am  naturally  fond 
of  every  ftudy.  Sometimes  I 
wander  upon  this  mountain  and 
gather  plants,  of  which  there  is 
great  variety,  both  fcarce  and  curi- 
ous :  I  wi(h  to  undcrfland  them 
and  know  their  ufes,  but,  having 
(10  bopks   to  inflrudl  me,  and   no 

perfoa 
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pcrfon  at  hand  to  iliew  them  to,  I 
throw  them  away  again.  1  work 
at  mechanics,  and  have  all  the 
implements  proper  for  ^  Turning ; 
but,  having  nobody  of  the  like: 
mind,  I  neglcdl  what  I  have  made^ 
and  grow  iick  of  my  amufement.^ 
I  love  reading;  but  I  have  no  booksy 
nor  am  allowed  any,  but  a  few 
polemical  works  of  the  fchoolmen, 
in  my  cell,  which  give  me  little 
information,  and  have  long  fince 
wearied  out  my  attention,  I  find 
my  reafon  forfaking  me  at  times, 
and  know  that  I  (hall  foon  lofe  it 
entirely.     The  cafe  is    the   fame 

with 
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with  moft  of  my  brethren,  who 
rarely  preferve  their  faculties  to 
fixty  years  of  age :  when  we  mifs 
a  brother,  our  prior  tells  us  he  ia 
gone  to  fome  neighbouring  conr 
vent,  and  we  never  fee  him  any 
more*  Our  conditutions  are  cer- 
tainly  much  injured  by  our  diet  i 
by  the  rules  of  our  order,  we  are 
obliged  to  live  upon  fi(h  ;  and  be- 
ing three  hundred  miles  from  the 
fea,  and  our  revenues  but  frpallr 
you  may  gucfs  what  fort  of 
fifli  we  feed  upon,  fuch  ^8  your 
would  not  endure  to  fmqll  of.  .  My 
cafe^  indeed^    is  ibmewhaf  better 

thaa 


w»!mi>?wwiw»iwwwjiiiii»iuwi*iitW;M^»wiNwi»«Jit^  luiwiwiwwyyiyi^l 


t     ^39    ] 
tiian  that  of  my  brethren,  becauio: 
it  is   my  office,  at  certain  times^ 
to  tranfaA  the  affairs  of  the  con*^ 
vent  at  Vienna. 

Before  they  parted  the  monk 
promifed,  at  his  next  vifit  to  thof 
city,  to  call  upon  his  gueft;  who,, 
on  the  day  appointed,  being  awara 
of  his  comings  had  provided  a^ 
good  dinner,  to  be  ready  in  tlic- 
next  room>  with  a  bottle  of  wine: 
upon  the  table.  He  canae«  as  he  wa» 
expefted  j  and,  after  forac  time,, 
being  fliewn  into  the  next  room,, 
he  ftarted  back  at  the  door,  and- 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  enter,. 

allcdging^ 
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alledging  that  he  dare  not  trufl:  to 
his  [own  rcfolution  upon  fuch  an 
occafion.  His  friend,  with  the 
utmoft  kindncfs,  begged  he  would 
indulge  him  with  the  fatisfadlion 
of  feeing  him  make  one  good  meal : 
but  this  he  abfolutely  rcfufed  j 
not  that  he  believed  there  would 
be  any  fin  in  it  in  the  fight  of 
God,  but  that  the  gratification 
would   by   no    means    anfwer,    as  ^ 

it  would  only  have  the  ill  effedt 
of  making  him  fink  the  fooner 
under  his  ufual  way  of  life.  So, 
after  a  little  farther  converfation, 

he 
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he  took  his  leave,  and  departed, 
with  an  empty  ftomach,  to  his 
foHtude  upon  the  mountain. 


The 
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The  Frehch  Organs^ 

I     vifited    another    convent  in 
Paris,  near  to  the  place  of  our  re- 
fidence,    for    the    fake  of    a   fine 
organ,      lately     eredted     in     their 
•church,    and    an   expert    organift, 
Monfieur   De    Luce,   one    of    the 
players    at     the    cathedral  of  the 
-Notre  Dame :  he  is  a  young   man, 
with  a  good  fancy,  and  rapid  exe- 
cution ;  fo  that  he  promifcs  fair  to 
be,  in  a  few  more  years,  the  bed 
jplayer  in  Paris,     He  was  fo  oblig- 
ing 
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ing  as  to  exhibit  upon  the  different 
flops,  and  fhew  me  fevcral  com- 
binaiions,  fome  of  which  produce 
an  effcdt  different  from  our  indru- 
ments  in  England.  The  chief 
excellency  of  this  organ,  is  in  the 
reed  flops,  and  the  lightnefs  of 
the  touch.  It  has  four  rows. of 
keys,  with  thirty-two  pedal  notes; 
fo  that  a  ftrain,  of  the  cantabile 
kind,  may  be  played  upon  a  reed 
flop  with  one  hand,  an  accompa- 
niment, or  fecond  part,  upon  an- 
other row,  with  the  other  handy 
while  a  bale  is  thrown   in,  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  with  the  foot  *.  ^  1 
was  greatly  furprifed  to  find,  upon 
enquiry,  from  Mn  De  Luce,  that, 
with  all  the  variety  they  have  in- 
'troduced,  they  have  no  fuch  thing 
yet,  at  Paris,  as  the  Swe//, 
which  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
fined  improvements  of  the  organ  : 
and  it  feemed  not  much  lefs  won* 

*  The  ingenious  Mr,  Stanley,  whofc 
compofitions,  for  the  organ,  are  all  juft 
and  pleafmg,  and  worthy  of  a  great  maf- 
ter,  has  contrived  the  fourth  voluntary  of 
his  third  fet,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
two  hands  may  perform  it  on  three  rows  of 
Jceys  :  but  the  method  will  admit  of  very 
little  motion  in  the  parts, 

derfuU 


t     H5    ] 

«derful,  that  this    fine  ihftrumcnt, 
with  all  its  furnitures,    fhould    be 
weak  and   deficient  in    the  diapa- 
ions,  which  ought  to  make  up  the 
body  of  the  organ,  and  are  cflen- 
tial  to  the  inftrument.    They  have 
nothing;  under  this  name  ;  and  what 
is  meant  to   be   the  fame  in    kind, 
has   neither    voice  nor    power.     I 
was  fpeaking  of  this,  fince  my  rc- 
tarn,     to    a  ikilful    mafter  of  the 
organ,  who,  fome  little  time  'be- 
fore I  fet  out  for  Parisf  went  over 
oh  purpofe,  from    England,  to  try 
the  great  organ  at  St.  Omer^s.     He 
agrees   with   me,     that   their  beft 
'  Vol.  !•  L  inftru- 
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inAruments  want  a  good  breathing 
bottom  in  the  diapafons,  and  arc 
greatly  overcharged  with  noife  and 
truhipeting.  While  I  was  in  the 
organ-loft,  feveral  of  the  Religious 
came  up,  when  their  fervice  was 
over,  and  were  fo  polite  as  to  de- 
fire  me  to  play  to  them.  J  thank- 
ed them  for  the  honour  they  did 
me,  and,  afTuring  them  that  mufic 
was  not  my  profefiion,  I  put  it;  off 
for  the  prefent,  and  went  with, 
them  to  take  a  turn  in  their  gar- 
den, where  I  had  much  converfa-  . 
tion  wiih  one  of  the  fathers,  who 
fpoke    Englilli    very     well,      and 

feemcd 
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'.{etmtd  a  perfon  of  good  fenfe  and 
learnings  well  acquainted  with 
the  world. 

When  ftrangers  mcet^  politics 
and  religion  are  coaimon  topics  of 
difcourfe.  From  the  prefent  re- 
bellion in  jimericaf  he  took  occa- 
fion  to  make  fome  rcfleflions  oa 
the  prctenfions  to  liberty  which 
arc  found  in  the  Englifli  people, 
and  highly  commended  the  loyalty 
of  the  catholics  to  the  Engli(h  go- 
vernment; which  he  aflured  mc 
their  church  had  made  it  a  point  to 
recommend  in  the  colonies  fubjcft 
to  the   Englidi^  and  had  charged 

JL  z,  their 
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their  preachers  to  enforce  the  doc- 
trine to'  their  congregations.  He 
added,  that  as  the  principles  of 
the  French  nation  gave  them  an 
averfion  to  rebellion,  they  gene- 
rally wi(hed  well  to  us  in  the  dif- 
pute.  Though  he  fpoke  of  the 
family  in  exile  with  fome  regret, 
on  account  of  their  religion,  he 
thought  it  otir  duty  to  go  with  the 
government  which  the  providence 
of  God  had  eftablifhed  amongft 
us,  and  to  be  obedient  to  it  for' 
confcience  fake.  When  he  expreff- 
ed  an  hope  that  the  good  example 
of  the  catholics  in  Ireland,  in  C^-- 

nadjf 
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naJa,  and  Mary  la  fid,  would  fo  far 
win  upon  us  as  to  bring  us  over 
to  the  church  of  Rome^  for  the 
fake  of  its  experienced  loyalty ; 
I  could  not  refrain  from  telling 
him,  that  we  needed  no  fuch 
examples ;  our  church,  ir>  its  doc- 
trine and  profeflion,  being  as  loyal 
as  theirs  ;  and  that,  if  rebellious 
principles  were  to  be  found 
amongft  us,  it  was  only  with  thofc 
who  were  ignorant  of  their  profef- 
fion,  or  had  apoftatized  from  it : 
that  we  ought  now  to  be  fo  charit- 
able as  to  hope,  that  the  eyes  of 
many  were,    and    of  many  more 

L  3.  would 
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would  be  opened,  by  our  prefcnr 
troubles,  to  reprobate  thofe  repub- 
lican ideas  of  our  fa£lious  fedlaries,.. 
wfiich  had  involved  us  in  all  ihefc 
difficulties.  That,  in  order  t6 
©ur  coming  nearer  together,  if 
fuch  a  thing  could  ever  be,  much 
was  to  be  done  on  their  fide ;  and,  if 
they  wanted  to  have  us^  they  mud 
leave  the  way  open.  Ay,  ay,  faid 
the  father,  we  muft  do  fomething 
on  both  fides.  I  found  the  com- 
pany of  this  friendly  Augu/iin 
worth  cultivating;  and,  as  we 
were  near  neighbours,  I  was  often- 
entertained  with  his  convcrfation. 

He 
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He  cxpreffed  much  efteem  for 
the  eftabliflied  church  of  Eng- 
land and  her  clergy,  but  de- 
clared he  did  not  like  the  prefby- 
terians  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
He  was  walking  once  in  the  ftreet 
2it  Bologne,  while  an  Englifh  cler- 
gyman was  in  fome  danger  from 
the  populace.  This  clergyman, 
who  was  over  in  France  with  an 
Englid)  lady  pi  quality,  acciden- 
tally fell  into  a  difpute  with  a  man 
about  poft-horfes ;  and,  having 
faid  fomething  to  offend  him,  the 
fellow  railed  a  mob  upon  him,^ 
crying  out,  Mlnlftre  d^ fat  an  !  Mi^ 

L  4  nifwe 
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ntjtre  de  fatan  I  fo  that  the  peopli;- 
got  him  in  the  rnldfi:  of  them,  and 
were    going  to  infult   him.      The 
father,  who  faw  what  was  pafllng^. 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  his  order^, 
came  up  to  the  croud,  and  beckon- 
ing the  gentleman  out,  defired  him. 
to   follow  him^    and  promifed    to^ 
take  care   of    him.      When  they 
faw,  faid  he,    that  I    ventured    ta 
take  this  minijtre  under    my  own, 
wing,  they  began    to  think  there 
was  not  quite  fo  much  of  Jatan  ia- 
the  cafe;  and  fo  the  tumult  imme- 
diately  fuhfided,.    and  the    people, 
went  about  their  bnfinefs.     A  maa 


[     ^53     I 
need  defire   no  better  fecurity    in 

France  than  the  protedlion  of  a 
prieft,  to  whom  the  people  gene- 
rally pay  an  inviolable  fubmidioni 
and  I  was  told  of  aa  indance, 
when,  upon  occafion  of  a  certaia 
fcarcity  of  corn,  one  parifh  pried 
quieted  half  the  city  of  Paris  by  his 
prefence  in  an  infurredion.^  He 
was  indeed  a  Angular  chara(fleri 
but  when  we  confider  that  the  belJy 
has  no  ears,,  tlve  cafe  was  very  re- 
markable. 

When  we  were  better  acquaint- 
ed, the  father  was  fo  obliging  as  ta 
procure  me  the  keys  of  their  organ^ 
that  I  might  fatisfy  my  curiofity^ 

at 
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^t  a  proper  hour  of  the  day,  a^ 
often  as  I  pleafed.  This  liberty  I 
took  feveral  times,  and  played 
over  to  him,  and  fome  other  mem- 
bers of  the  fame  fociety,  fome 
pieces  of  Handel,  with  fome 
fugues  of  Correlli,  and  other  mu- 
fic,  in  the  way  of  our  Englifh 
compofitions,  for  the  organ  j  all 
of  which  was  very  well  accepted 
and  approved.  One  afternoon, 
fome  gentlemen,  who  were  pre- 
fent,  dcfired  a  fpecimen  of  tbej 
facred  mufic  that  is  performed  in 
our  cathedrals  in  England.  Thi» 
was  more  than  I  could  do  for  them 

b7 
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By  memory  ;  but  it  happened  tKat 
1  had,  among  my  papers,  a  capital' 
anthem  of  our  choirs,  which  I- 
played  to  them  :  and  they  could 
not  but  allow  that  our  church  mu- 
fie  in  England  is  very  fine.  To 
fay  the  truth,  I  think  the  ftatc  oF 
mufic,  at  lead  of  church  mufic,  is- 
far  better  with  us  than  with  them*. 
In  the  ferviccs  of  their  church,- 
they  fdldom  pradlife  more  thai> 
the  plain  fong,  accompanied  ifi- 
the  unifon,  or  octave,  by  a  lea- 
thern fcrpent,  a  bafc  inftrument,. 
the  tone  of  which  is  fomething: 
between  a  baflbon  and  a   Frcnck 

horn*. 


horn,  I  afked,  how  it  happened^ 
that  they  did  not  affedt  harmony 
more,  and  fing  in  parts,  as  we  da' 
in  the  fcrvices  of  the  choir  ?  They 
anfwered,  that  it  was  purpofcly 
;avoidcd,  left  the  people  fliould 
beftow  all  their  attention  to  the 
mufic,  and  forget  their  errand  to- 
the  church.  The  principle  is 
queftionable;  and  much  may  be  faid 
on  both  fides  >  but,  even  allowing 
it  to   be  juft,  the  end  is  defeated 

with  them  by  the  unwarrantable 
latitude,  permitted  to  their  organ- 
ifts,  of  playing  tricks  upon  th-^ 
organ,  and  intermixing  fo  many 
.        ,  light 
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light  unaccountable  vagaries  in  t^e 
intervals  of  their  fervices,  as  rather  - 
diflipate  the  thoughts  than  com*' 
pofe  the   mind    to  ferioufnefs  and' 
devotion.     I  never   heard  but  two* 
voluntaries  at  Paris  that  gave  mc 
much      fatisfaftion  :        one      was  • 
from  a  performer  at  the  church  of 
St.  SulpicCf    whofe  judgment  was 
equal  to  his  execution  ;  the   other 
from   Mr«  De  Luce%  who   took   a . 
'    chromatic  fubjedt  in  a    flat    key, 
and  purfued  it   with   learning  and 
fancy  upon  the  inflrument  above 
mentioned* 

Our' 
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Our  organifls  at  London  have 
-lately  been  much  complained  of, 
as  well  by  judges  of  mufic  as  by 
•the  friends  of  decency  and  devo- 
tion, for  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
voluntaries  of  late  years,  which 
arc  now  upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  to 
•call  aloud  for  fomc  reformation 
from  authority  ;  and  I  heartily  widi 
the  matter  may  be  confidercd  to 
fomc   good  cffcdl  *.     Propriety  is 

•  This  fubje£l,  as  I  hwr,  hath  lately 
been  taken  into  confideration  by  Jcfnat 
llanwayy  Efq.  a  gentleman,  whofe  truly 
chriftian  and  patriotic  zeal,  is  as  ready  to 
prcferve  decency  in  the  church,  as  it  hath 
.always     been     to    promote     induflry    and 

happincfi 
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one  of  the  principal  fources  of  ^ 
beauty  :  whatever  is  unfeafonablc, 
is  fo  far  irrational  and  difgufting, 
and  can  afford  entertainment  only 
to  thofe  who  know  not  how  to 
diHinguifh  between  fenfe  and  non- 
fenfe.  The  word  o/stt®*,  which  is 
Greek  for  a  fool,  only  fignifies  a 
man  who  does  things  out  of  place. 
How  (hocking  would  it  be,  if  the 

happinefs  In  civil  focicty.  All  good  men 
in  the  nation  would  wi(h  to  fee  him  twenty 
years  younger,  that  he  might  go  on  wiih 
every  benevolent  defign  he  has  in  view, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  country;  whofe 
gfcateft  misfortune  it  is,  that  moft  orders 
of  men  in  it  are  unhappily  left  too  much 
to  their  own  ways. 

con- 
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•congregation  were  to  hear  a  fcenc 
from  one  of  Congreves  or    Van-- 
brug}?%  comedies,  repeated  from  the 
pulpit !  Some  would   be  afliamed, 
others  would  beafflided,  all  would 
be  grievoufly  difcompoled^  and  the 
enemies    of    the     church     would 
triumph.     The   abfurdity  is  much 
the   fame,  when    they  are  treated 
with  the  light  air  of  fome  profane 
fong  from  tJie  region  of   pfalmody^  ' 
where  the  praife  and  glory  of  God 
ought  to  be  the  governing  princi- 
ple.    There  is  a  tirne  for  flourifh 
and     rapidity,    if  the     performer 
wifljes  to  difplay  his  Ikill;    but  if. 

thi« 
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this  is  done  indecently  and  wan- 
tonly, while  the  fervice  is  depend- 
ing, he  /hews  his  hand  af  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  head;  and  all  this  to 
the  diflionouring  of  our  public 
wor(hip»  and  the  offence  of  the 
congregation*  . 


)« 
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The  SoRBON  NB. 

My  beft  friend,  Monfieur  C — , 
a  learned  and  eminent  member  of 
the  univerfity,  did  mc  the  honour 
of  introducing  me  to  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  Hebrew  profeflbr  at 
the  Sorbonne^  who  afterwards  laid 
me  under  many  obligations  by  his 
politenefs  in  procuring  me  accefs, 
and  attending  me  to  fome  of  the 
chief  curiofiiies  of  Paris.  When 
J^  ;  and  my  young  companionl 
breakfaflcd  one  morning  with  the\ 

profeflbr^ 
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j^rofeflbr,  we  were  met  by  Mr.  C. 
iirtd  our  cOnverfation  turned  chiefly 
on  the  Hebrew.  The  pro/efTor^ 
who  has  given  good  proof  of  his 
/kill  by  a  learned  work  in  Latin 
upon  the  Mofaic  law,  a  copy  of 
which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
favour  me  with,  and  whofe  judg- 
ment in  thefe  matters  is  very  good, 
and  the  better  accepted  for  being 
adorned  with  fingular  modefty, 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
Hebrew  pundluation  is  a  modern 
invention  j  and  that  our  learned 
countryman.  Dr.  Kejinicoti^  has 
/'  xione  right  in  giving  us  the  Hebrew 

M  2  text. 
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text,  as  it  ufed  to  ftand,  along  with 
the  various  readings.    After  break- 
faft,  we  went  into  the  great   hall; 
or  divinity-fchool,  of  the  Sorbonne^ 
where  the  difputations   are   held, 
the  form    and    manner  of  which 
Were  particularly  oc'plained  to  me. 
If  they  keep   ftriflly  to  their  rules,' 
their  young  ftudents  feem  to   have 
a    (harper    probation,    under  their 
ten  cenfors,  dian  in  either  of  our 

a, 

univerfities.      But    the     rules,    if 
they  are  obferved,     arc    generally 
flri(fl  enough,  in  all  feminaries,  tq 
prevent     idlenefs    and    difconnteJ 
nance  infufficiency.  ' 

From 


"^  -From  hence  we  proceeded  to  thq 
chapel,   which    has  a  fine  domc^ 
but  is  mod  '  remarkable     for  the^ 
tomb  of  cardinal  Richelieu^  which, 
is    placed    in   the    middle  of-   the; 
choir,  and    is  juftly  efteemed  one 
of  the  fined  pieces  of  fculptufe  ii> 
Francd     It  has  five  figures  as^big' 
as  the  life^  all  out  of  one  piece  of, 
marble.     There    is  a  profuCon  of 
excellent  fculpture  at    Pan'sg  but 
none  that  pleafed   me  more  than 
this.    .  When   it  was  firft  f^reded^ 
multitudes  of  curious   people  rc^ 
fortcd    to   fee  it,  and,  among  the 
/ed,    a  lady,    whofc  brother   had 

M  3         '         bccd 


6tcn  executed  by  the  inf'iuence  of 
the  cardinal.  The  fight  qnly 
tempted  her  to  wi(h  he  had  been 
dead  fooncr;  and  (he  expreffed 
herfelf  by  an  accommodafion  of 
thofe  words  of  Mary  in  the  gofpeJ^ 
*•  If  thou  hadft  been  here,  my 
**  brother  had  not  died  *.*'  The 
cardinal  was  undoubtedly  a  moft 
eminent  politician ;  and  the  czar 
P^/^r  was  fo  convinced  of  his  abi- 

*  The  perfon  here  alluded  to,  was  pro- 
bably the  younger  Monf.  Du  Thcu^  who 
iu^c:^^  with  Cing^AIarsy  for  being  privy 
to  a  confpiracy,  although  he  had  given 
his  advice  againft  it.  The  cafe  was  thought 
vftry  hard,  and  the  cardinal  himfelf  died 
foon  after  it. 

litics 


Ihles  In  this  way,  that,  when  he 
faw  his  tomb,  he  climbed  up  and 
embraced  his  ftalue,  faying,  ••  If 
•*  thou  wert  alive,  I  would  giv^ 
•*  thee  one  half  of  my  kingdom,  to 
"  teach  me  how  to  govern  the 
•*  other  half/' 

From  the  chapel  we  proceeded 
to  the  library,  a  very  noble  room^ 
with  a  curious  collection  of  books  ; 
among  which  were  fome  fine  edi- 
tions of  the  Hebrew  Bible;  the 
Polyglott  of  Parisy  the  execution 
of  which  is  vaflly  fuperior  to  that 
of  our  bifhop  JValton ',  alfo  the 
firil  Polyglot  of  cardinal  Ximenesy 

M  4  with 


^ith  Tcvcral  other  editions,  both 
curious  and  ancient.  Dr.  Kenni^ 
£ott*s  firfl:  volume  was  juft  arrived^ 
and  lay  upon  the  table;  T\\t 
Tuins  oi  Herculaneum  are  here,  a 
prcfent  from  the  king  of  Spain ; 
the  Marmora  Oxontenjia  ;  a  manu- 
fcript  of  Livy  in  very  old  French^ 
finely  illuminated,  and  adorned 
with  paintings  in  water  colours^, 
mofl:  exquifitely  fini(hed,  and  not 
ill  defigned.  This  art  of  illumi- 
nating with  gold  if>  now  loft;  nei- 
ther are  the  modern  colours  com*^ 
parable  to  the  ancient,  whatever 
ma^  be  the  rcafon  of  it.      * 

^    '  V        A  Visit 
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;     A  Visit  into  the  Country.    . 

It  would  have  taken  a  great 
deal  more  time  to  have  fatisBed 
my  curlofity  in  this  library:  but 
\ve  had  been  invited  to  dine  this 
day  at  a  country  houfe,  about  a 
league  from  Paris,  near  the  mea- 
dows of  the  Seine.  My  friend, 
Mr.  C.  called,  in  the  way,  to  take 
lip  a  learned  dodor  from  the  col- 
lege of  Navarre^  who  fpoke  Eng- 
li(h  perfectly  well,  and  enlivened 
the  party  very  much.  We  wcri 
^        "  met 
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'  met  by  an  Englirti  phyfician  of 
eminence,  who  has  refided  many 
years  at  Paris,  and  had  obliged 
me,  in  a  particular  manner,  by 
bis  fervices.  Ccfides  thefe,  tbere 
were  fome  other  agreeable  gentle- 
men whom  we  found  in  the  coun-^ 
try.  After  fome  convcrfation 
above  ftairs,  we  came  down  to  a 
dinner,  which  was  after  the 
French  fafhion.  The  firfl  in 
order  was  a  large  di(h  of  foup  : 
then  aglafs  of  Burgundy  all  round, 
equal  to  two  or  three  Englifh : 
then  a  large  melon  of  a  dozen 
pound  :    then    a   firft    courfe    of 

boiled 
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feoifed  diflics,  with  a  fccond  cfoyffd 
of  roaft  meats,  game,  ftewed  cu- 
cumbers, and  plumb-puddings. 
After  which  there  was  a  defcrt  of 
fruit,  with  a  bottle  or  two  of  tha 
bcft  Burgundy,  of  which,  when 
we  had  taken  a  glafs  or  two,'  the 
bottles  were  rcmovedi  and  tlic 
Goftec  was  brought.  Laft  of  all, 
a  little  taOe  of  fome  delicate  M^ 
queur,  was  recommended  to  be 
put  upon  the  coffee,  as  the  Floren- 
tines put  a  little  oil,  over  their 
wine,  in  the  neck  of  the  flafk. 
The  French  gentlemen  never  fit 
Soaking  after  dinner  as  the  Eng- 

lifli. 
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li(h,  but  take  a  glafs  or  two^  '(ge-T 
ncrally  mixt  with  Water)  drink 
coffee  immediately  after,  and  ther> 
every  man  does  as  he  pleafes.    Our 

converfation,  after  dinner,  wa6> 
carried  on  in   the  gardens,  or  the 

fields,  or  a  fummer-houfe,  juft  aS 
it  happened.  It  turned  chiefly 
upon  religion,  with  a  feafonable 
tnixturc  of  the  jocular  and  the  in- 
different. Much  wa$  faid  on  thd 
attempt,  that  was  made  in  arch** 
bifliop  iyake\  time,  to  bring  a- 
bout  a  reconciliation  between  our 
churches :  and  here  it  was  natural 
to  put  a  queftion,  whether  the 
^  prefent 
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prcferit  times  would  not  be  mor^ 
favourable  to  another  attempt  of  th^ 
fame  kind  ?  I  forget  what  anfwcv 
was  made  to  it.  A  learned  divine 
of  our  church  was  cenfured,by  fomc 
one  of  the  company,  for  a/Tertingi 
that  all  the  Roman  catholics  arc 
uniform  in  their  belief  of  the  Pope'ft 
infallibility^  This,  they  faid,,  wa^ 
an  injurious  reflection,  as  all  fuch 
belief  was  difclaimed  by  the  church 
of  France,  whofe  kings  had  never 
made  thofe  mean  fubmiffions,  to 
the  fee  of  Rome^  as  had  been  prac- 
tifed  in  England.  All.  that  pafled 
upon  this  occafion  was   conduced 

with 
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^Uh  the  utmoft  freedom  find  good 
hamour.  The  perfons  I  had  td 
do  v^ith  were  men  of  vivacity^ 
ttandour,  ^nd  literatore,  whofc 
tonverfation  would  be  tcty  well 
worth  repealing,  with  fomc  of 
their  pleafant  ftorrcs,  of  which 
they  had  many.  Sevefafafnicdotefi 
ivere  relatecJ  of  a  famous  Ctrrc  of 
Sr.  Stilpic^.  This  clergyman  be-* 
gan  to  lay  in  the  m^ttefials  for  a 
irew  parifli  church,  \¥\ih  only  fif- 
teen pounds  in  his  pcjcket  :  buf, 
by  the  power  of  \\\s  chara-fVer  and 
addrcfs,  he  foon  raTfed  a  nobld 
ftrudlare,  for  at  parrfh  v^hich  takejt 

in 
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in'nearly  one  third  of  the  citj  of 
Paris.  He  is  reported  to  have 
raifcd  near  forty  thoufind  Ilvres  at 
a  Aroke^  by   a  pkafanl   ftratagem 

^upon  the  king.  The  particulars 
.of  his  hiftory  would  make  a  pam- 
phlet*  We  had  the  followio^ 
fpecimen  of  his  bon  mots.  A  very 
rich  old  lady  had  made  her  will, 
in  favour  of  a  fociety  of  Carmelites^ 
^t  the  inftmce  of  a  friar  of  that 
order,  wfhich  derives  itfclf  from 
Elijah.  The  Cure  of  St.  Sulpi^e 
thought  the  lady  would  do  much 
better  by  beflovving  her  wealth 
upon  the  poor  of  his  own  pariffi^ 

than 


[     176    ] 

than  by  throwing  it  away  upon  the 
dcfcendants  of  Elijah.  He  got 
accefs  to  her  bed-chamber,  pre- 
vailed upon  her  to  fend  for  a  no- 

tary^  and  make  another  will  im-^ 
mediately.  As  foon  as  the  matter* 
was  fettled,  he  went  out  of  the 
room,'  met  the  Carmelite  friar 
upon  the  ftairs,  and,  alluding  to 
the  hiftoryof  his  order,  "  Father/^ 
faid  he*  **  you  may  ga  up  now^ 
for  you  are  of  the  Old  Tejlamentj 
but  I  am  of  the  Neiv."  When  the 
tharafler  of  the  celebrated  Mon- 
fieur  Fontenelle  was  mentioned,  it 

was  remarked    of '  him,    that   h6 

lived 
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lived  to  upwards  of  an  hundred 
years  of  age,  and,  to  the  laft^  had 
fome  fudden  turn  of  wit  ready  for 
every  occafion.  A  lady,  who 
was  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  ob- 
fcrved  to  him,onc  day,  in  t  circle 
of  company,  **  Monfieur,  you  and 
I  ftay  here  fo  long,  I  have  a  notion 
death  has  forgotten  us."  "  Speak 
as  low  as  you  can,  madam,  fuid 
he,  for  fear  you  fhould  remind 
him  of  us  :  the  proverb  fays,  wc 
mufl  not  awake  the  fleeping  lion.** 
I  produced  from  my  pocket  a 
French  pamphlet  of  Remarks, 
which  1  had  been  reading,  the  dajr 
Vol.  I.  N  before. 
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before,  againft  an  infidel  Syftem  of 
Nature^  lately  publifhed,  in  the 
fame  language ;  the  author  of 
which /yftem  denies  the  creation, 
aflcrts  materialifm,  and  (huts  up  his 
work,  moft  folemnly,  with  a  fublimc 
prayer  to  nature.  There  are  many 
of  thefe  philofophers  in  France, 
but  not  near  fo  many  as  report 
makes  of  them  in  England,  where, 
I  fear,  we  have  more  than  our  due 
proportion;  and,  I  am  told,  the 
infidels  of  France  are  chiefly  to  be 
found  among  the  lawyers  and  the 
foldiery.  It  was  remarked,  by  a 
learned  perfon    in    the   company, 

that 


[     179     I 

that  this   atheiftical  oppofition    to 
all     revelation,     had     contributed  • 
much  to  open  a  more  liberal  com- 
munication between   the  learned  of 
the  English   and   Romifli    perfua- 
fions,  with   whom    thus  much  is 
certainly  agreed   upon   againftour. 
new  philofophers,  that  God  made, 
the   world,   and  wrote  the  Bible. 
The  name  of  the  prefent  bifl)op  of' 
D — ,  an  honourable  and  right  re- 
verend   prelate,    in    Ireland^     was 
mentioned  with  great  efteem,  who 
has  lately  fpent  fome  years  abroad, 
and  has    enriched    himfelf    with 
many   curious     articles,     colle(5led 

N  2  from 
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from  the  regions]  of  tafte  and  polite-* 
nefs.  While  he  reiided  at  Rome,  he 
appeared  conftantly  in  the  habit  in 
which  a  bifhop  would  travel  in 
England;  and,  in  the  fame  drefs, 
fpent  feveral  weeks  in  the  palace 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Rouen  in 
France:  which  is  more  than  any 
proteftant  clergyman  would  have 
chofen  to  do  fifty  years  ago. 

When  infidel   philofophers    are 
talked  of,  Voltaire  comes  naturally 
under  the  lafh.     The  Letires   cks^ 
Juifs,    or  Jews    Letters,     which 
were    publiihcd    fomc    time    aga 

againft 


"snewBT- -B« 


[    i8,     ] 

flgainft  him,  were  very  muchcorrv- 
mended.  They  obviate  his  ob- 
jedlions  againft  the  Old  Tcftament, 
and  fet  him  in  a  ridiculous  light  as 
a  critic,  by  firfl  difplaying  his  ig- 
norance, and  then  chaftifing  him 
for  his  vain  pretenfions  to  learning. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  favoured  mc 
with  the  following  anecdote. 
Some  of  Voltaire's  fellow  atheifts, 
in  the  city  of  Paris,  propofed  to 
fet  on  foot  a  fubfcription,  among 
themfelves,  for  erefting  a  ftatuc  of 
him.  A  perfon  of  genius,  hearing 
of  this,  took  the  hint,  and  pre- 
pared an  infcription  for  the  ftatuc ; 

N  3  which. 
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which,  being   good  in  its  kind,  I 

procured  a  copy  of  it. 

En  uhi  lapide  dignum 

Voltarium  ! 
Qui 

In  poefi  magnus. 

In  hidoria  parvus. 

In  philofophia  minimus, 

In  reh'gione  nullus, 

Cujus 

Jngenium  acre. 

Judicium  praeceps, 

Improbitas  fumma, 

Cui 
Arrifere  muliercuIiE, 

Plaufere  fcioh', 

Favcre  profani. 

Quern 


[     »83     ] 

Quein 

Dei  hominumquc  irriforem, 

Senatus  phyfico-atheus,     / 

Corrafo  aere,  hac  ftatua 

donavit  *. 

*  In  Englifh  thus  ; 

Behold  Voltaire^   defervlng  of  a  ftonc  ! 

Who  in  poetry  was  great» 

In  hiftory  little. 

Still  lefs  in  philofophy. 

And  in  religion  nothing  at  all* 

His  wit  was  acute. 

His  judgment  precipitate. 

His  difhonefly  extreme, 

Loofc  women  fmiled  upon  him. 
The  half-learned  applauded  him. 
And  the  profane  patronized  him. 

N  4  Though 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh 
reader,  I  have  fubjoincd  a  literal 
tranflation  of  this  in  the  margin. 
I  was  informed,  by  fomc  of  the 
company,  that  the  man  has  fo 
poor  an  opinion  of  his  own  princi- 
ples, that  he  keeps  a  prieft  con- 
flantly  In  hishoufe  ;  apprehending, 
as  he  has  good  reafon,  that  his 
end  is  not  far  off:  fo  that  if  he  has 
but  time  to  ring  his   bell,  he  may 

Though  he  rparcj  neither  God  nor  man, 

A  junta  of  atheifts, 

Who  call  themfelves  philofophcrs. 

Scraped  fome  money  together. 

And  raifed  this  fta^uc 

To  hi>  memory, 

throw 
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throw  off  all  the  blafphemies  of 
his  life  at  once  into  the  bofom  of 
a  confeflbr,  and  be  patched  up  for 
eternity  by  an  hafty  abfolution. 

In  the  courfeof  this  day  I  dif- 
covered  that  my  company  were 
\cry  Well  acquainted  with  many 
of  our  bcft  Englifh  authors  :  and 
when  fomebody  fpoke  of  a  new 
workf  on  the  Heathen  Mythologyi 
coming  out  at  Pafis,  from  which 
great  things  were  expedlcd,  I 
look  occafion  to  mention  Mr, 
Bryant*^  learned  work  on  that 
fubjedl,  and  defcribcd  the  plan  of 
it,  as  well  as  I  could,  by  memory  ; 

rccom- 


[     i86    ] 

recommending  it,  at  the  fame 
time,  as  one  of  the  bed  ftore* 
houfes  of  all  the  mofl  recondite 
parts  of  Grecian  learning  extant 
in  the  Engh'fh  language:  and,  I 
think  it  not  at  all  improbable,  that 
fome  French  ftudent  has  already 
made  his  ufe  of  it  :  for  Greek,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  does  not 
flourifli  very  much  in  France  at 
this  time.  I  gave  them  alfo  to 
underfland,  that,  in  the  fubjed:  of 
divinity,  we  have  lately  been  en- 
riched with  an  excellent  commen-- 
tary  on  the  Book  of  Pfalms*;  in 

•   By  Dr.  Home,  prefidcnt  of  Magdalen     • 

college. 
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our  opinion,  the  bed  that  has*cver 
been  offered  to  thechriftian  church* 
and  fuch  as  St.  Auguftin  hinafclf 
would  have  perufed  with  pleafurc, 
if  he  had  been  now  alive.  He 
would  have  found  in  it  the  marks 
of  a  fine  imagination,  a  devout 
heart,  a  learned  pen,  a  familiar 
I  acquaintance  with  all  the  facred 
1  imagery  of  the  fcripture ;  and  what 
more  could  he  have  looked  for  ? 

The  late  work  of  Soame  yenynSf\\ 
Efq.  on    the    Internal  Evidence  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion^  was  enquired 

college,    and   now   vice-chancellor  of  the 
urviverfity  of  Oxford, 

after. 
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afiet,    by  a    gentleman   who  had 
heard  of  it  from  a  friend  at  Brtdf- 
Je/s,     and  wirticd  for  a  more  par- 
ticular  account,    having,    as    yet, 
had  no   opportunity  of  feeing  the 
work  itfrlf.     To  fay   the    truth,  I 
fl:iould  have  been  afliamcd  of  my- 
felf,  if  I  had    been  found  ignorant 
of  that  book  when  I  was  queftion- 
ed  about  it  at  Paris:  but,  as  my 
judgment  is  of  little  confequcnce, 
and  nearly   the  fame  with  that  of 
the  public,  (I  mean  the  weli-dif- 
pofed    part    of    the    public)    it  is 
fcarely  worth   delivering   at  large. 
I  informed  the  learned  gentlemait, 

that 
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that  the  author,  in  the  warmth  of 
his  zeal  toward  the  internal,  hav- 
ing  allowed  rather  too  little,  on 
fomc  occafions,  to  the  external 
evidences  of  chrldianity,  fomc 
perfons  had,  on  that  account,  fuf- 
pefted,  or  pretended  to  fufpcdt, 
his  finccrity  ;  but  certainly  with- 
out reafon  ;  it  being  impofliblc  for 
any  man  to  have  put  together 
fuch  a  work,  but  in  the  fincerity 
of  his  heart,  and  under  the  ftrongeft 
convidlion.  That  the  deftgn  of  it 
was  to  fliew  the  divine  original  of 
the  gofpel,  from  the  difference 
between  the  fpirit  of  that  and  the 

fpirit 


[  190  ] 
fpirit  of  the  world  ;  in  other  wordSf 
from  the  difference  between  the 
doctrines  of  the.  fcripture  and  the 
natural  reafonings  of  the  human 
mind  :  that  the  ihgenious  author 
had  fupported  this  diftindlion,  by 
fo  many  uncommon  obfervations 
and  juft  refledions,  that  it  was  a 
wonder  to  myfjif,  and  many.other 
better  judges,  how  a  layman,  who 

was  fuppofed  to  have  turned  his 
thoughts  but  lately  to  chriftian 
literature,  (hould   have  been  able^ 

all  at  once,  to  penetrate  fo  deeply 
into  it;  efpecially  at  a  period, 
when  fo  much  has  been  allowed, 

even 
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even  by  the  friends  of  revehticHf 
to  the  powers  of  reafon  and  the 
wifdom  of  natural  theology  (as  if 
it  were  the  foundation  of  what  ii 
revealed)  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
view  the  fubjedl  in  the  light 
wherein  Mr.  *Jenyns  has  placed  it, 
till,  by  a  native  ftrength  of  mind, 
be  had  difpelled  fomc  of  thofe 
niifts  which  fafhion  and  authority,  . 
the  pefts  of  every  age,  had  cart  in 
the  way :  that,  upon  the  whole, 
it  was  out  of  my  compals  to  con- 
jedlure,  by  what  train  of  thinking 
or  reading  he  had  been  led  to  dif- 
cover  thofe  genuine  marks  of  fupe- 

riority 


fiority  in  the  chriftian  religion, 
which  the  faints  and  martyrs  of 
the  firrt:  centuries  aflertcd  and 
maintained  againft  the  vain  pre- 
tcnfions  of  human  philofophy. 

If  I  were  to  indulge  my  memory, 
I  (hould  repeat  feveral  other  paf- 
fages  which  occurred  at  this  meet- 
ing :  but  it  is  now  time  to  fliut  up 
this,  which  was  the  mofl:  agreeable 
one  I  fpent  in  France.  The  fields, 
the  vineyards,  the  villages  upon 
the  Seine,  the  novelty,  the  com- 
pany, the  converfation  ;  all  things 
confpired  to  make  the  entertain- 
ment pcrfc<5l  in  its   kind.     But  as 

wc 
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w«  ve  dill  fabjcft  to  v4c^05l^d<^; 
the  daiy  ended  in  a  difmal  vi^t 
cvcmingjt  througb  which,  w^  x^ 
turwd  to  F<iris  %  and  our  French^ 
yalet  cutsi^  Eoinq  we5  to  the  £kin,. 
drippiyPg  and  fhaJung  himfclf^  ajid 
^wrfiing  tb«  ysftMliQr  and  his  owa 
ibllyt  for  goiug  without  a  gceati 
coa6^ 

I  flaewed  tW  iafcriptiiE)^  upoa 
Vobmre  to  a  learned  a^jxd  accjotor- 
pHfla^d  Abbe,  vy.itk  whom  I  fie- 
<^fttly  coavcrfed:  who^  thr^tigli 
lie  adii>ired(it>  and  took  a  copy  (^£ 
it>  difputtd  tbft  propriety  of  t^ 
fipO;  fcAtence*  He  aOirmed  that 
'  Vql.  L  O  Voltaire 
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Voltaire  was  not  magnus  in  fo^fh 
except  in  his  Pucelle  d* Orleans^  the 
bed  of  all  his  compofitions.  For 
Hiy  own  parr,  I  only  know  enough 
of  him  to  be  convinced,  that 
whatever  the  ramblings  of  his 
fancy  may  be,  which  commonly 
go  under  the  name  of  genius,  his 
judgment  is  as  falfe  in  other 
things,  as  it  is  known  to  be  in  the 

writings  and  merits  of^  our  Shake^ 
fpeare.  Another  of  my  friends  at 
Parisy  to  whom  I  was  fpeiaking 
about  this  phcenomenon  of  the 
latter  days,  informed  me,  it  was 
'  jiot  long  fincc  the  faid  Voltaire  ap-  * 

-plied 
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plied  to  the  Cure  of  his  parifli  fof 
the  facramcnt ;  which  the  Cur6 
could  not  refufe,  as  he  had  com* 
.plied  with  the  rules  of  their  church 
to  qualify  himfelf.  The  fervicc 
being  finiflied,  he  addrefled  him* 
felf  to  the  people  who  were  pre- 
sent, and  gave  them  fome  good 
moral  advice,  recommending  peace 
and  benevolence,  and  mutual  good 
offices  toward  each  other*  Being 
queflioned  about  this  occurrence 
afterwards,  he  gave  it  as  a  motive 
of  his  condudl,  that  he  thought  it 
his  duty,  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  to  conform  to  the  religion 

of 
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ihcplacQ;  that  he  roeac^t  nothing 
by  it,  hut  to.  do  9S  oihop  peopls 
did;  that  if  they  had  agreed  to 
wear  tkieir  hrcochca  upon  thciij 
heads,  he  would  wear  his,  br^ches 
upon  hi9  head.  So  thai  hi$  ap-» 
parent  reconcitiatign  to  the  chnf-^ 
tiaH  religion  was  tiolbing  but  a 
more  complete  pie-co  of  mockery  ? 
he  received  the  facfamerit  with 
ibe  fame /pirit  ofcompKance  aa  ho 
would  have  worfliipped  the  moon 
in  Africa,  or  a  Jong-tailed  monkey 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  have  put  hW 
breeches  upoa  hh  head  in  coiw 
^  ioFc^ity  to  the-  ufage^  of  th»  pUce. 

I         END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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